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When the Steelers assembled at Greater
Pittsburgh International Airport for a Saturday
morning flight that would take them to LAX on Oct.
12, included in the baggage they were transporting
were a 1-4 record and the reality that the people
who had occupied the top two lines of their depth
chart at quarterback when this regular season
began would be unable to help them on the trip.
The Steelers now are halfway through a season

that has been filled with potholes and obstacles,
some of their own doing and others seemingly a
perverted gift from the football gods. They played
that game against the Chargers without their top
two quarterbacks, and at other times along the
journey to where they are today, they’ve played
without their starting cornerbacks, without their
top two running backs. They’ve been forced to
mix-and-match at wide receiver and on the defen-
sive line. They’ve made two trips to California,
played twice on Monday night, and twice on
Sunday night, and just about the only thing they
know for certain moving forward is that the next
time they see either Ben Roethlisberger or Stephon
Tuitt in full pads will be next summer at Saint
Vincent College.
In a lot of ways, the journey hasn’t been kind to

these Steelers, but after the 26-24 victory over the
Indianapolis Colts at Heinz Field, they are 4-4 and
they are relevant. Their three-game winning streak
that vaulted them from 1-4 to 4-4 says they are.
A couple of days before taking the field against

the then 5-2 Colts, themselves an outfit having to
navigate 2019 without their franchise quarterback,
Coach Mike Tomlin was ruminating on what claw-
ing to .500 would tell him about his team.
“That we have a chance to be relevant, and

that’s what you ask for at the turn,” began Tomlin,
“but as a sidebar: We’ve probably been through
more than most who have a chance to be relevant,
and hopefully that’s an asset to us. The scarring,
the hardening, the things associated with our jour-
ney is an asset to us as we proceed.”
The victory over the Colts certainly contributed

to the scarring, because there was nothing about it
that was simple or easy. As has been the case
recently, the Steelers offense was the culprit, with
the unit’s specific crime on this afternoon being the
typically lethal habit of settling for field goals
instead of scoring touchdowns.
Being down to Jaylen Samuels and Trey

Edmunds at running back is a reasonable explana-
tion for 1-for-4 in the red zone and 1-for-3 in goal-
to-go situations, but having a reasonable explana-
tion is not a tiebreaker and so ending up 3-5 after

a loss to the Colts would be heading in the oppo-
site direction of the road to relevancy. And so, as
they have often during this three-game winning
streak and in the four victories over the five games
since that 0-3 start, the Steelers manufactured a
way to compensate, with their defense leading the
way.
Minkah Fitzpatrick’s 96-yard pick-six, which was

the third-longest in franchise history behind James
Harrison’s 100-yarder in Super Bowl XLIII and
Martin Kottler’s 99-yarder against the Chicago
Cardinals in 1933, got the Steelers to a 10-10 tie
early in the second quarter, and then Bud Dupree’s
strip-sack-recovery early in the second half set up a
short drive that ended with a 7-yard pass to Vance
McDonald for a second touchdown. Outside of
that, the Steelers offense came down to Chris
Boswell’s right foot, and that appendage was good
for 12 points on a 4-for-4 afternoon.
Which accounted for all of the scoring for the

Steelers against the Colts. Which then left things
up to their defense and the football gods. In that
situation, Tomlin believed what his team had been
through would help them get through.
“It’s like a boxer who has a (strong) chin and he

knows it. You’re not knocking him out,” Tomlin said
about the positives to be drawn from the team’s
travails earlier in the season. “I’m a big combat
sports fan, an MMA fan. There are some guys

you’re going to have to beat by out-pointing them,
because you’re not going to knock them out. And
it’s because they have a general aptitude in that
area, but they also have a knowledge of their
strengths. When you’ve been through something
and you consistently come through the other side,
it strengthens you for the similar challenges that lie
ahead. That’s just the reality of sport competition.”

The Steelers’ reality vs. the Colts was that they
refused to be knocked out. When Samuels lost a
fumble in the fourth quarter to set up a short
Indianapolis touchdown drive, the Steelers denied
the two-point conversion attempt to keep the
deficit at 24-23 instead of 26-23. That allowed
them to re-take the lead on another red zone field
goal set up by a 40-yard completion to James
Washington and a 24-yard pass interference penal-
ty drawn by Diontae Johnson.
On Indianapolis’ final possession, the Steelers

again seemed to be teetering on the edge, espe-
cially after a 35-yard pass interference penalty on
Steven Nelson converted a third-and-10 and then a
19-yard completion from Brian Hoyer to Zach
Pascal gave the Colts a first down at the Pittsburgh
31-yard line just outside the two-minute warning.

At that point defeat seemed inevitable, what
with the Steelers down to one timeout and
Rudolph a long shot to eat up the chunks of
yardage the offense would need in a hurry-up situ-
ation to get Boswell in a spot where he would have
a legitimate chance to match the inevitable go-
ahead field goal Adam Vinatieri was going to kick
momentarily.
But the defense rose up one final time, specifi-

cally Dupree, who dumped Marlon Mack for a 3-
yard loss on a third-and-1 when the Colts were so
close to being able to bleed the clock as they also
got ever closer for Vinatieri to apply the dagger.
That play made Vinatieri’s attempt a 43-yarder, and
after a sloppy hold he missed the kick badly to the
left. The guy who all but handed three Lombardis
to the Patriots with his right foot this time helped
the Steelers achieve a victory that put them on the
path to relevancy.
And as they embark on the second half of their

season and travel down that path, the Steelers will
have been strengthened by their climb out of a 1-4
hole that began with a trip to Los Angeles.

Resilience leads to relevance
FROM THE EDITOR | BOB LABRIOLA

Running back Jaylen Samuels was a big factor in the passing
game against the Colts.

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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It is great to get a win vs. a winning team. That
team had been in a bunch of close games and won
a lot of them. It’s good when you can be in a game
against a team that is used to winning in close
games and pull it out, so we are thankful for that.
We have some things to fix, obviously, red zone
execution and so forth. But we will address it and
address it with the win. It is good to be .500 at the
turn like we talked about early in the week given
where we have come from. It’s going to still be a
while. We will work forever trying to get that
September stench off us, but that is life in this
thing, and I appreciate the effort and fight. It is
good to be sitting at 4-4. I never thought I would
hear myself say that.

Q. How much did you have to debate
throwing the challenge flags on the
pass interference?

I didn’t have to debate, to be quite honest with
you. I know I’m running on the beach in that
regard, but given the circumstances and the gravi-
ty of those plays, it was worth the risk. Though the
risk, I acknowledge, was extremely high. 

Q. You are on the competition commit-
tee. Did you agree that the play in
the NFC Championship Game last
season should be subject to review?

We all agreed that something needed to be
done based on what transpired in January football.
We have all been very transparent about that. That
has been written and talked about over and over
again. And so, my position doesn’t change based
on what happens in stadiums here moving forward.
We made the right decisions, we did the things
that we needed to do to preserve the integrity of
the game, to safeguard the game in the appropri-
ate ways. It didn’t fall in my favor today. Such is life. 

Q. Is that how you expected to use run-
ning backs Jaylen Samuels and Trey
Edmunds against the Colts?
It really was. Trey is a one-cut, downhill type of a

guy. Obviously, Jaylen is good out of the backfield
as a receiver. It was a nice division of labor. Simply,
Edmunds replaced (James) Conner in a lot of ways
in terms of the things that they specialized in
doing. We did what we needed to do given the
current circumstances this week. It is not reflective
of how we move forward. We will see what our mix
of guys are next week positionally, whether it is

running back or any other position and build our
personality and plan accordingly. 

Q. What was your assessment of Bud
Dupree?

He has been a monster, as has T.J. (Watt). They
are really setting a pace off the edge and really
providing the wave that the rest of us get to ride
defensively. But that’s the nature of outside line-
backer play within our scheme. Particularly, when
you draft them in Round 1, that is what they are
supposed to look like in their mid-20s. 

Q. Any reason you can pinpoint why
Chris Boswell is better this year?

That’s good Boz. That is what we are used to,
that is what he is used to. I think the better ques-
tion is what happened last year, but we don’t have
to ponder that, we are in the present. 

Q. How much did the Colts offense
change when Brian Hoyer was in?

Minimally. We know that about Hoyer. That is
one of the real attributes of Hoyer. He has been a
part of our program. He is one of those unique vet-
erans that can really be ready to play on a limited
number of reps, and the game plan doesn’t have to

change at all. He is just that sharp of a guy. We
know that-first hand because he was part of our
organization. We didn’t anticipate it changing at all
and he proved that to be true. 

Q. There were multiple reports you
inquired about trading for Le’Veon
Bell, is that true?

Not to my knowledge, no. 

Q. Is there anything you guys can do to
help Mason Rudolph start a little
faster?

Rudolph needs to help Rudolph start faster.
We’ll do some things, obviously. We haven’t got-
ten off to the type of start that we wanted to. Starts
don’t define us thankfully. 

Q, Was that just great anticipation by
Minkah Fitzpatrick on the intercep-
tion?

Yeah, Minkah needs no endorsement from me.
The tape is his storyteller. He has been really rock-
solid. 

Talking Colts game, Dupree’s development,
Boswell being Boswell, reviewing Rudolph

COACH’S CORNER | MIKE TOMLIN

See TOMLIN, page 6

The Steelers have been seeing the real Chris
Boswell this year after the kicker endured
an atypical 2018 se ason.

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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Q. Why some of the inconsistencies with
Mason Rudolph?

He is a young guy. He’s a guy who has missed
some time due to injury and coming off of a bye
week. We are just trying to find our rhythm and
traction, and we can’t have a lot of self-inflicted
wounds along the way. We have had some.
Thankfully, they haven’t prevented us from win-
ning. We need to get better. And not only him, but
us, the units collectively. We need to start the
games faster than we have. It is as simple as that.

Q. When you and the coaching staff are
preparing the game plan for an
upcoming opponent, is all of that
work done on a particular day, say
Tuesday, for a normal Sunday game?

We have a certain work schedule for certain
days, and then we review that work and look at
other areas. Tuesday is a significant day, but that’s
just base game-planning, our stuff vs. their stuff,
critical matchups, our high-volume stuff vs. their
high-volume stuff. But then you get into more
minutiae as the week goes on. Wednesday is about
possession downs. Thursday is about red zone,
short yardage, goal line. Friday is about two-
minute. All the things you need to cover have a
regular scheduled approach in terms of covering it.
The stuff that’s done early in the week is the stuff
that comprises a lot of the snaps of the game. Your
high-volume stuff, their high-volume stuff, critical
matchup things, first- and second-down football.

Q. So it’s not a situation where the play-
ers show up on Wednesday morning
and are handed a game plan that
essentially serves as the bible for the
week’s preparation?

The game plan is in development right up until
kickoff in today’s game. That’s just the reality of it.

Q. I understand that certain things are
covered on certain days, but do you
ever revisit something that was or
wasn’t in the game plan and change
it later in the week?

Absolutely. And it might be because of a variety
of variables. Maybe something might be an attrac-
tive thing that we want to explore because we’ve
seen other people do it to the opponent. But if we
practice for a couple of days and we don’t like our
execution of it, whatever it might be, then we take
it out. Or we may think something is less important,
but as the week goes on it becomes evident it’s
more important that we originally thought and it
needs to be addressed. So that’s why whatever “it”

is is continually tweaked and worked right up until
kickoff.

Q. When you review a running play on
video, what would you consider to be
a good job by the blocking?

Winning the line of scrimmage. I talk to our team
about this often: In the NFL or at any level of foot-
ball, oftentimes we talk about run efficiency, and
on first-and-10 that’s generally defined as 4 yards.
In an effort to get a 4-yard gain, you have to win
the line of scrimmage and the running back has to
fall forward. If you do those things, you’re going to
have an efficient running game, and that 4-yard
gain can be described as an efficient run or an effi-
cient running game. Offensive line efficiency is
defined by winning the line of scrimmage, particu-
larly at the point of attack, and that’s just gaining
grass. The rest of it is on the back, and then when
you start talking about explosion runs, which are
generally defined as 10-yard runs or longer, that
includes the back making people miss on the sec-
ond level and good wide receiver or perimeter
blocking.

Q. What would constitute a good job by
the running back? 

Making sure his pile consistently falls forward,
his ability to make people miss on the second and

third levels, and his finishing ability. Those are the
unique things that a particular runner brings to a
running game.

Q. So then based on part of what you
said in answering the first question,
on a typical running play, even if
everybody does his job, it’s not nec-
essarily designed to go for a touch-
down?

No, it’s not. Not in today’s game, not in today’s
NFL. They have 11. We have 11. One of your 11 is
a quarterback and a non-blocker. That’s one of the
advantages of quarterback mobility. When you’re
playing a team like Baltimore that has Lamar
Jackson at quarterback, he may not be blocking
someone, but his play-fake pulls a defender
because of his running ability. So you level the play-
ing field and it’s essentially even numbers. But gen-
erally when you have a quarterback who’s a non-
mobile quarterback or not a threat in that way, it’s
really 11-on-10 in regards to the running game. So
by virtue of that, no, each play is not designed to
score.

Q. You mentioned that run efficiency is
defined as a 4-yard gain on first
down. How does that change as you
get into other down-and-distance sit-
uations?

I’ve been around people who have defined it dif-
ferently. Whenever it’s a possession down, it’s the
line to gain, whatever that may be. If it’s third-and-
1, and you gain one-and-a-half yards, it’s an effi-
cient run. If it’s third-and-2, and you gain one-and-
a-half yards, it’s not an efficient run. A lot of it is
defined by situation, and so that’s why I used first-
and-10.

Q. Does the use of a fullback telegraph
for the defense where a running play
is going?

No. What specifically the use of a fullback does
is create another gap. By offensive play design, a
runner can follow the fullback or he cannot follow
the fullback. Some plays start full flow and then
they end up split flow. Some plays start split flow
and end up full flow. So where the fullback goes
doesn’t dictate anything other than there’s an addi-
tional gap that has to be defended that has been
created by his entry.

TOMLIN | FROM PAGE 5

The Steelers are looking for more consistency from not just
quarterback Mason Rudolph but the entire offense.

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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THAT’LL DO IT: Safety Minkah Fitzpatrick delivers the “no good” signal after Indianapolis kicker Adam Vinatieri missed a 43-yard field goal attempt, clinching the Steelers’ hard-fought vic-
tory against the Colts at Heinz Field. Digest Photo/KARL ROSER

STEELERS 26 | COLTS 24
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1:07 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The
Steelers managed two first downs — one on
a pass to JuJu Smith-Schuster and the sec-
ond on a short pass to Jaylen Samuels that
turned into a 17-yard gain. But then on a
third-and-13, Mason Rudolph’s pass
bounced off Smith-Schuster’s hands and was
intercepted by Kenny Moore, who returned it
35 yards to the Steelers 35-yard line.

1:13 p.m. – What Went Right: The
defense took the field and ultimately forced
the Colts to settle for a red zone field goal,
which Adam Vinatieri made from 25 yards
out to give Indianapolis a 3-0 lead with 7:09
left in the first quarter. After the Colts moved
to a first-and-goal at the 7-yard line, Vince
Williams tackled Jacoby Brissett for a 3-yard
loss on a running play, and then on the next
snap Bud Dupree sacked him for a loss of 4
yards.

1:23 p.m. – What Went Wrong: Holding
the Colts to a red zone field goal was a posi-
tive for the Steelers, but then settling for one
was a negative for the Steelers offense. After
the touchback on the kickoff following Adam
Vinatieri’s field goal, Trey Edmonds was
sprung by a block from Maurkice Pouncey for
a 45-yard run. Two plays later, a 9-yard com-
pletion to James Washington converted a
third-and-7, and then three plays after that an
8-yard pass to Jaylen Samuels converted a
third-and-4 and gave the Steelers a first down
at the Colts 4-yard line. After a 3-yard run by
Samuels, Edmunds appeared to have an opening
around the left end, but he hit it up inside and was
stopped for a 2-yard loss. An incomplete pass later,
Chris Boswell tied the game with a 21-yard field goal
that came with 58 seconds left in the first quarter.

1:39 p.m. – What Went Wrong: Parris
Campbell returned Chris Boswell’s kickoff 38 yards
to get Indianapolis started at their own 37-yard line
following Boswell’s game-tying field goal. Jacoby
Brissett completed an 18-yard pass to Zach Pascal,
and a dump-off to Marlon Mack gained 27 yards
when Steven Nelson missed a tackle in the flat.
When Brissett was shaken up a couple of plays
later, Brian Hoyer came on to relieve him and on his
second play he was facing a third-and-goal at the
11-yard line. Devin Bush got beat to the inside by
tight end Jack Doyle, and it was an easy pitch-and-
catch for the touchdown. The Colts led 10-3 with
11:57 left in the second quarter.

1:50 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Steelers
offense was having some success moving the ball,
but it again failed to convert a possession down,
this one a fourth-and-2 from the Indianapolis 35-
yard line. A holding penalty on Jordan Dangerfield
during the kickoff return meant the possession
began at the Pittsburgh 14-yard line, but a 13-yard

catch by James Washington and then a 4-yard
catch by Washington on second-and-1 brought the
Steelers close to midfield. But on the fourth down,
a shovel pass to JuJu Smith-Schuster was snuffed
out by Jabaal Sheard for no gain.

1:58 p.m. – What Went Right: The game was
on the verge of getting away from the Steelers
when on a first-and-10 from the Pittsburgh 19-yard
line, Brian Hoyer tried to get the ball to Jack Doyle.
Minkah Fitzpatrick went up for the interception and
raced down right sideline for a 96-yard touchdown
that tied the game, 10-10, with 2:21 left in the first
half. It was the second-longest regular season inter-
ception return for a touchdown in franchise history,
behind the 99-yard return by Martin Kottler in 1933
against the Chicago Cardinals.

2:07 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Colts went
right down the field following Minkah Fitzpatrick’s
pick-six, 75 yards in six plays that took just 1:39 to
retake the lead, 16-10 after Adam Vinatieri’s extra
point was blocked by Cam Heyward. A 21-yard
pass to Nyheim Hines and a 15-yard roughing the
passer penalty on T.J. Watt got things started for
the Colts, and the touchdown came on a 14-yard
pass to Zach Pascal. There was 37 seconds left in
the first half when the Steelers offense got the ball
back at the 20-yard line.

2:16 p.m. – What Went Right: The
Steelers cut the Colts’ six-point lead in half
when Chris Boswell hit a 51-yard field goal on
an untimed down at the end of the first half.
During the play that resulted in a 5-yard com-
pletion to Vance McDonald as time ran out,
Colts linebacker Darius Leonard was penal-
ized for unnecessary roughness. The 15-yard
assessment put the ball at the Indianapolis
33-yard line, and Boswell came on to drill the
attempt, which made the halftime score:
Indianapolis 16, Pittsburgh 13.

2:39 p.m. – What Went Right: The Colts
took the second half kickoff, and after a 31-
yard return by Parris Campbell, Brian Hoyer
moved them to a fourth-and-2 at the Steelers
46-yard line. Marlon Mack gained 5 yards to
convert that possession down. Three plays
later, the Colts had a fourth-and-4, but this
time Bud Dupree broke through to sack
Hoyer to force a fumble that Dupree also
recovered to give the Steelers the ball at
their 46-yard line.

2:50 p.m. – What Went Right: The
Steelers took advantage of Bud Dupree’s
sack-strip-recovery to drive 54 yards in 11
plays to take their first lead of the day. A 7-

yard pass to Vance McDonald provided the touch-
down that gave the Steelers a 20-16 lead with 5:25
remaining in the third quarter. A 15-yard roughing
penalty on Darius Leonard was added to a 4-yard
completion to JuJu Smith-Schuster for one first
down, and then passes of 8 and 7 yards to Jaylen
Samuels converted two other third downs.

3:04 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Steelers
finally forced the Colts to punt for the first time late
in the third period, but Ricoberto Sanchez’s kick was
downed at the Pittsburgh 1-yard line. On third-and-
3, Mason Rudolph was sacked in the end zone by
Justin Houston for the safety that cut the Steelers’
lead to 20-18 with 1:05 left in the third quarter.

3:11 p.m. – What Went Right: On the free kick
following the safety, Chester Rogers tracked down
Jordan Berry’s punt and on the return Ola Adeniyi
forced a fumble that Johnny Holton recovered at
the Indianapolis 17-yard line. On the first play of
the fourth quarter, Chris Boswell lined up to
attempt a 33-yard field goal. His kick was good,
and the Steelers led 23-18 with 14:57 remaining in
the fourth quarter.

INSIDE THE GAME | STEELERS 26, COLTS 24 Steelers’ record: 4-4 • One year ago: 5-2-1

See COLTS, page 10

Tight end Vance McDonald gave the Steelers their
first lead of the game with a third-quarter touchdown.

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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3:27 p.m. – What Went Wrong: It started with the Steelers in
possession of the ball and facing a third-and-7 at their 28-yard line.
A quick pass to Jaylen Samuels wasn’t going to be good enough
for the first down, and then it got worse when Marvell Tell forced a
fumble that Justin Houston recovered at the 30-yard line. Five plays
later, the Colts faced a third-and-8 from the 10-yard line. Brian
Hoyer ducked under Cam Heyward and gained 6 yards to set up a
fourth-and-2 from the 4-yard line. From there, Hoyer passed to
Chester Rogers for the touchdown. On the two-point conversion
attempt, Terrell Edmunds broke up a pass for Jack Doyle, and the
Colts led 24-23 with 8:43 remaining in the fourth quarter.

3:40 p.m. – What Went Right: The Steelers regained the lead
with 6:36 remaining in the fourth quarter on a 26-yard field goal by
Chris Boswell that capped a six-play, 67-yard drive. Mason Rudolph
started the drive with a 40-yard completion to James Washington,
and 24 more yards came courtesy of a pass interference penalty on
Marvell Tell. 

4:04 p.m. – What Went Right: Things were looking bleak for
the Steelers. Leading by just two points, the Colts had gotten a 25-
yard pass interference penalty to convert a third-and-10, and then
Mike Tomlin’s challenge for offensive pass interference on Zach
Pascal was denied, and the play instead went for a 19-yard gain. In
the end, Adam Vinatieri lined up for a 43-yard field goal attempt to
put the Colts in the lead, but he missed it to the left. The Steelers
took over, took a knee twice and escaped with a 26-24 victory.

COLTS | FROM PAGE 9

vs. Indianapolis

BUD DUPREE
OUTSIDE LINEBACKER

He didn’t block Adam Vinatieri’s attempt at a
43-yard field goal to give the Colts a lead with 74
seconds left in the game, but he did make it more
difficult.

Bud Dupree finished the game with three tack-
les, including two for loss, plus two sacks, three hits
on the quarterback, and a forced fumble that he
recovered himself for one of the Steelers’ three
takeaways in the game. And one of Dupree’s tack-
les for loss came on a third-and-1 from the Steelers’
22-yard line with 1:20 remaining. When the Colts
handed the ball to Marlon Mack and Dupree
stopped him for a 3-yard loss, he lengthened
Vinatieri’s field goal attempt and prevented the
Colts from bleeding more time off the clock. When
Vinatieri missed the kick, the Steelers escaped with
a 26-24 victory over the Colts at Heinz Field.
Dupree is the Steelers Digest Player of the

Week.

STEELERS DIGEST | PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Digest Photos/KARL ROSER

Linebacker T.J. Watt again was a fac-
tor with his pass rushing.
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4 
Years since a Steelers running
back had a run as long as 45
yards before Trey Edmunds did
it against the Colts. DeAngelo
Williams had a 53-yard run
against Oakland on Nov. 8,
2015.

45 
Steelers rushing yards on the 24
carries other than Edmunds.

13 
Receptions for Jaylen Samuels,
who set a Steelers franchise
record for a running back. The
previous mark was 12 by
Le’Veon Bell in 2017.

7 
Consecutive games the Steelers
won the turnover battle. They
had three takeaways against the
Colts against two turnovers.

10 Career games with four field goals for Chris
Boswell after he went 4-for-4 against the Colts.

200 JuJu Smith-Schuster became the youngest player
in NFL history to reach 200 career receptions. He reached that plateau
against the Colts at 22 years, 346 days old. The previous mark
belonged to Brandin Cooks, who did it at 23 years, 77 days.

15Years since a Steelers
player in his first or sec-

ond NFL season had four inter-
ceptions and a forced fumble
before Minkah Fitzpatrick
reached those marks against the
Colts. Troy Polamalu did it in
2004.

96Minkah Fitzpatrick’s
interception return for a

touchdown was the second-
longest in Steelers regular sea-
son history behind only a 99-
yard TD by Martin Kottler 86
years earlier (1933).

6Consecutive seasons the
Steelers have been at .500 or

better at the halfway mark.

6Combined quarterback hits
for linebackers Bud Dupree

and T.J. Watt, which was twice
as many as the QB hits for the
entire Colts team.

Digest Photo/ANDREW STEIN
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Close call finally goes the right way
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By JIM WEXELL
Associate Editor
As Cameron Heyward put it, “The football gods

were with us today.”
Steven Nelson was more specific: “That must be

God answering my prayers.”
The Steelers beat the Indianapolis Colts, 26-24,

and it wasn’t over until Nelson — who dove to the
ground in an attempt to block the 43-yard field
goal attempt by the great Adam Vinatieri — heard
the roar of the crowd and knew his prayers had
been answered, that Vinatieri had missed.
The Steelers no doubt prayed in past games

while attempting to hold on against the Seahawks,
49ers and Ravens — teams that either drove late to
beat the Steelers with a score or ran off the clock
to preserve a win — but they persevered.
“We just had to keep battling,” said Heyward.
This time it paid off. But they made a lot of peo-

ple sweat first.
The Steelers took their two-point lead into the

Colts’ final possession, which started at the
Pittsburgh 15 with 2:28 remaining. 
Brian Hoyer, who replaced injured starting QB

Jacoby Brissett early in the second quarter, threw
two incomplete passes, and his third — a vastly
overthrown deep pass to Zach Pascal — also fell
incomplete. But a flag fell with it. Steven Nelson
was called for pass interference and the Colts were
handed a 35-yard gain.
Mike Tomlin called for a review, but had no real-

istic chance of an overturn because Nelson did in
fact make contact. Tomlin, though, didn’t hesitate
to challenge the call.
“I didn’t have to debate,” Tomlin said. “I know

I’m running on the beach in that regard, but given
the circumstances and the gravity of those plays, it
was worth the risk.”
The risk failed, and so did his challenge two

plays later when Pascal beat Nelson for a 19-yard
gain. Tomlin was looking for offensive pass inter-
ference, but lost the challenge and the Colts
were in field goal range for Vinatieri at the
Pittsburgh 31.
The Colts ran twice and gained 9 more yards.

Another first down would have drained the rest of
the clock before a field goal attempt, so the
Steelers knew a stop on third-and-1 was para-
mount.
“I wasn’t worried about that,” said ILB Vince

Williams. “We’ve got Bud Dupree. No tight end is
going to block that guy.”
So Colts sent two tight ends over to Dupree’s

side.

“I knew one of them was going to go down,”
Dupree said, “and I knew the other one was going
to try to come get me on the front shoulder. So I
just crashed the whole play.”
Dupree broke through to tackle Marlon Mack for

a 3-yard loss and the Steelers called their final time-
out with 1:14 remaining.
The 47-year-old Vinatieri is in the midst of the

worst season of his 24-year career. In fact, Heyward
had blocked an earlier extra point, Vinatieri’s fifth
missed extra point of the season. 
Still, he’s one of the great clutch kickers of the

era and the Steelers feared the worst.
“I was just hoping we could get another hand on

it,” said Joe Haden.
Nelson, in line to become the goat of the final

drive, wanted badly to make amends.
“I dove as far as I could,” Nelson said. “I tried to

get the block. I was on the ground actually and
heard the crowd and I was like, ‘Damn, he must
have missed it.’ And then I was like, ‘That must be
God answering my prayers.’ 
“I just know those types of games. That’s a vet-

eran field goal kicker. Once you cross that 50, they
all can make those kicks with time winding down.
We would have lost because of me. Glad we got
the win.”
It would have been unfair for Nelson to wear the

goat horns had the Steelers lost, because interfer-

ence was called on what was clearly an uncatchable
pass.
“That’s what it looked like to me,” Nelson said.

“I’m just glad we got the win, man.”
Do officials still consider whether a pass is catch-

able when calling interference?
“I think they do,” said Haden. “What happened,

for one thing, it was a little farther overthrown. And
for two, the feet kind of tangled up. I woul have
thought that would have gone our way, but it did-
n’t.”
But it eventually did. The football gods reached

down and kissed the Steelers, and now they’re out
of the hole they had dug themselves by not stop-
ping opposing offenses late in games.
“We may have surrendered it and put them in

good field goal position, but we kept battling,”
said Heyward. “Bud came screaming off the edge.
We had (Javon) Hargrave and Tyson (Alualu) inside.
T.J. (Watt) blitzing inside, just trying to be stout
inside. We understand they’ve got a good running
game, but we just had to keep battling.” 

“We just knew what we had to do,” said
Williams. “We have great continuity on this team.
We’ve been through so much — so MUCH — since
the offseason and the injuries and everything.
We’re just a tight unit for real. It’s one of the clos-
est units I’ve ever been around. We’ve just got a lot
of intestinal fortitude. We don’t fold easy.”

INSIDE THE GAME | STEELERS 26, COLTS 24

Linebacker Bud Dupree’s key tackle for loss of running back Marlon Mack on third-and-1 set the stage for the field goal miss that
clinched the victory for the Steelers. Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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JUJU GEM: JuJu Smith-Schuster outwrestled Miami cornerback Chris Lammons to come down with this third-quarter touchdown catch that gave the Steelers the lead for good.
Digest Photo/REBECCA MEHLING

STEELERS 27 | DOLPHINS 14
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8:17 p.m. – What Went Right: After returning
the opening kickoff to their own 23-yard line, the
Dolphins offense went a quick three-and-out. After
a 2-yard run by Mark Walton, Ryan Fitzpatrick
threw incomplete twice and missed badly on both
throws. After a 58-yard punt by Matt Haack, the
Steelers started at their own 19-yard line.

8:24 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Steelers
offense didn’t even get to run three plays on their
first possession. After a 1-yard run by James
Conner, Mason Rudolph tried to get the ball to
JuJu Smith-Schuster, but the pass was intercepted
by Xavien Howard to give the Dolphins possession
at the Pittsburgh 26-yard line. Ryan Fitzpatrick got
the Dolphins close with a 17-yard pass to Jakeem
Grant, and then the touchdown came on the next
play when he hit Albert Wilson for a 5-yard touch-
down. On the play, Wilson went in motion across
the formation to the left, and Fitzpatrick hit him
before Vince Williams could get out into the flat in
coverage. Miami led 7-0 with 10:55 left in the first
quarter.

8:39 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Steelers
possession following the Miami touchdown includ-
ed a penalty on the Dolphins on third-and-long that
resulted in a first down, an almost interception
where the Dolphins cornerback didn’t get a second
foot down in bounds, and a holding penalty on
Maurkice Pouncey. But it all came down to a
fourth-and-6 at the Miami 37-yard line, and the
Steelers decided to go for it. But Mason Rudolph’s
pass was behind James Washington and incom-
plete. The Dolphins took over on downs.

8:47 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Dolphins
took over on downs and then drove 63 yards on 11
plays to extend their lead to 14-0 with 1:34 remain-
ing in the first quarter. On the drive, Ryan
Fitzpatrick completed 6 of 6 for 60 yards, including
the 12-yard touchdown to Allen Hurns, who ran
through attempted tackles by Devin Bush and Mark
Barron before getting into the end zone.

9:03 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Steelers
offense continued to sustain little into the early
portion of the second quarter. Starting at their own
24-yard line, the Steelers managed a couple of first
downs on James Conner’s running, but then on a
third-and-5, Mason Rudolph was sacked by Taco
Charlton, who also forced a fumble that David
DeCastro recovered. After a 45-yard punt by
Jordan Berry, the Dolphins took over at their 30-
yard line with about 12 minutes left in the second
quarter.

9:20 p.m. – What Went Right: The Steelers final-
ly got on the scoreboard, albeit only with a 42-yard
field goal by Chris Boswell to cut the deficit to 14-
3 with 2:45 remaining in the first half. Mason
Rudolph converted a third-and-11 from the 5-yard
line with a 12-yard pass to Diontae Johnson. James

Conner had three carries for 19 yards, but the big
play was a 34-yard completion to JuJu Smith
Schuster. The drive covered 70 yards in 12 plays.

9:30 p.m. – What Went Right: The Steelers
recorded their first takeaway of the game just
inside the two-minute warning when Minkah
Fitzpatrick recorded his second interception since
being acquired by the Steelers, and then his 6-yard
return gave the ball to the offense at midfield with
73 seconds left in the first half.

9:42 p.m. – What Went Right: The Steelers
cashed in on the takeaway with a most improbable
touchdown to make it 14-10 with 17 seconds left in
the first half. After a 17-yard pass to JuJu Smith-
Schuster converted a third-and-12, it appeared the
offense hit a big play on a pass to Diontae Johnson
down to the Miami 1-yard line, but the Steelers
rookie was flagged for offensive interference that
put the ball back on the 45-yard line. On third-and-
20 from there, Mason Rudolph threw a slant pass
that Johnson caught at the 43-yard line and ended
up scoring thanks to a block by James Washington
at the 2-yard line.

10:05 p.m. – What Went Wrong: The Steelers
took the second half kickoff, and even though Nick
Vannett caught a pass for 15 yards, and James

Conner carried three times for 21 yards, the drive
stalled at the Miami 36-yard line and then Chris
Boswell missed a 54-yard field goal attempt with
11:23 left in the third quarter.

10:11 p.m. – What Went Right: On Miami’s third
play following Chris Boswell’s missed field goal,
Minkah Fitzpatrick intercepted Ryan Fitzpatrick
again, and this time the Steelers took over at their
3-yard line with 11:03 remaining in the third quar-
ter.

10:23 p.m. – What Went Right: Based on what
had happened to this point in the game, it was
something that had to be seen to be believed.
Following Minkah Fitzpatrick’s interception, the
Steelers offense drove 97 yards in 12 plays that
covered 7:47 of game time to take a 17-14 lead
with 3:16 left in the third quarter. The touchdown
came on a 26-yard pass to JuJu Smith-Schuster,
who went up over Chris Lammons to make the
catch close to the goal line and get into the end
zone. 

10:49 p.m. – What Went Right: It may have
taken just short of forever, but the Steelers extend-
ed their lead to 24-14 with 12:01 left in the fourth
quarter after a 9-yard run by James Conner. It all
started when Coach Mike Tomlin challenged the

INSIDE THE GAME | STEELERS 27, DOLPHINS 14 Steelers’ record: 3-4 • One year ago: 4-2-1

Safety Minkah Fitzpatrick came up with two interceptions in his first game against his former team.
Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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spot on what originally was ruled to be a run for a
first down by Ryan Fitzpatrick on a fourth-and-1.
After an interminable delay, it was decided that
Tomlin won the challenge, and so the Steelers took
possession at their 47-yard line. The Steelers then
drove 53 yards in five plays to score the touch-
down.

10:59 p.m. – What Went Right: The Steelers’
third takeaway of the night stopped Miami’s pos-
session following the touchdown run by James
Conner. After a 15-yard pass to Jakeem Grant con-
verted a third-and-13, Ryan Fitzpatrick passed to
Mark Walton, who gained 9 yards before Mike
Hilton came up and forced a fumble that Steven
Nelson recovered at the Steelers 27-yard line with
9:06 left in the fourth quarter.

11:08 p.m. – What Went Right: The Steelers’
fourth takeaway of the game came on the first play
of Miami’s next possession. T.J. Watt sacked Ryan
Fitzpatrick on first down, and in the process took
the ball away from him. The Steelers took posses-
sion at the Miami 22-yard line, and three plays
later, Chris Boswell came on to kick a 41-yard field
goal that extended the Steelers’ lead to 27-14 with
5:32 remaining in the game.

vs. Miami

JUJU SMITH-SCHUSTER
WIDE RECEIVER

It was significant on two different levels — for
what it meant on this night and for what it might
mean for the rest of this season.
JuJu Smith-Schuster caught five passes for 103

yards and a 26-yard touchdown in the Steelers’ 27-
14 come-from-behind victory over the Miami
Dolphins, and he also drew a pass interference
penalty that was worth another 25 yards and
helped put the team in position for James Conner’s
9-yard touchdown run. It was the first 100-yard
game for a Steelers receiver so far this season, and
as a result it led to some hope that the team’s pass-
ing attack is breaking out of its early-season dol-
drums.

Smith-Schuster is the Steelers Digest Player of
the Week.

STEELERS DIGEST | PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER

James Conner gave the Steelers some
breathing room with his touchdown run
early in the fourth quarter.

Digest Photo/ARRON ANASTASIA
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1 
Mason Rudolph became the first quarterback
in NFL history to record its first two victories
on Monday Night Football.

60
Yards allowed by the Steelers defense in the
second and third quarters combined.

3
Combined failed fourth-down conversions in
three attempts, two by Miami and one by the
Steelers.

Consecutive
Steelers victories
in Monday night
home games, the
longest streak in

the NFL.

18

22 Years since the Steelers had come back to win
after trailing by 14 points or more in the first quarter. They did it against the
Baltimore Ravens in 1997.

97Yards on the Steeler’s third-quarter

drive, their longest touchdown drive

since 2017 when they went 98 yards against

Detroit.

107Actual yards gained on that

Steelers touchdown drive, which

included a 10-yard holding penalty.

1Safety Minkah Fitzpatrick became the

first player in the Super Bowl era to

record two interceptions against a team for

which he played earlier in the season.

145Rushing yards for James

Conner, the highest total by a

Steelers player in exactly one year. Conner

had 146 rushing yards against Cleveland on

Oct. 28, 2018.

Digest Photo/REBECCA MEHLING

3
Years since the Steelers had converted a third-and-20 or longer
before Mason Rudolph’s 45-yard touchdown pass to Diontae
Johnson on third-and-20. Ben Roethlisberger threw a 31-yard
pass to Eli Rogers against Baltimore on Nov. 11, 2016.

INSIDE THE GAME | BY THE NUMBERS - vs. MIAMI
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From the notebook of a sportswriter who
shouldn’t have waited until after the Ravens game
at night to begin writing:
• Hope the Ravens win doesn’t ruin the vibe of a

column which should be filled with spirit following
another white-knuckler that got the Steelers out of
their early-season hole. 
• “It’s good to be sitting at 4-4,” said Mike

Tomlin. “I never thought I would hear myself say
that.”
• But that’s how bad they were in September,

or, as Tomlin put it, “We will work forever trying to
get that September stench off us.” 
• Perfect name for my next rock band, That

September Stench.
• Was the win over the Colts lucky? Not in my

eyes. Sure, Adam Vinatieri has enjoyed a Hall of
Fame career. But when you’re 47 years old, and ear-
lier in the game missed your fifth extra point of the
season, you’re not automatic from 40-plus yards
into the open end of Heinz Field in November.
• The Steelers made their own luck by giving

Chris Boswell another chance this season. The
breakdown of the Steelers’ 26-24 win is: Boswell
14, Defense 6, Offense 6. 
• We might even subtract two from the offense

for that late safety. Of course, the special teams
picked them up moments later when Jordan Berry
bombed the punt 67 yards, and Trey Edmunds got
down there to stand up the return man so that Ola
Adeniyi could force a fumble that Johnny Holton
recovered at the Indianapolis 17. Boswell’s field
goal gave the Steelers a team net of one point. 
• Smart thinking by Mason Rudolph with that

safety.
• Someone else mentioned the Steelers’ luck of

having Colts Jacoby Brissett, T.Y. Hilton and center
Ryan Kelly out with injuries. Instead of countering
that losing Ben Roethlisberger, Stephon Tuitt and
James Conner was a bit unlucky, too, I just nodded
at the skeptic.
• Skeptics were all over Twitter like Russian bots

on Election Day. They were probably the same
folks booing a novice QB throughout a three-game
losing streak, except I’m not sure bots can boo.
• Offensive coordinator Randy Fichtner

grabbed my arm as I walked into the locker room.
“Now you know why my hair is all gray,” he said.
He did not smile. He did not pass along informa-
tion. In fact, he said it again and left, presumably to
enjoy the win for a few hours. 

Heyward, Fitzpatrick, Dupree
JUST MY OPINION | JIM WEXELL

See WEXELL, page 19

Cam Heyward played a big role in the Steelers victory. He blocked an extra point in the first half after earlier being involved in
the play that knocked Colts quarterback Jacoby Brissett out of the game.

Digest Photo/REBECCA MEHLING
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• Hopefully he stayed off Twitter.
• Remember in 2017 when the Colts lost their

franchise QB and traded for a novice QB who had
been a third-round draft pick the previous year?
Yeah, they went 4-12 and fired their coach.
• The franchise QB returned the following sea-

son and led the Colts to the playoffs. That novice
QB was — is — much better as a fourth-year vet.
• Although, Cam Heyward kind of ruined

Brissett’s Sunday by shoving his best lineman,
Quenton Nelson, into his leg early in the second
quarter.
• Nelson will be a rock of the Colts’ line — and

locker room — for another decade. He and another
first-team rookie All-Pro, ILB Darius Leonard, were
just a part of their draft bounty for finishing 4-12.
• The Steelers were wise to realize they weren’t

going to fall apart when their franchise QB went
down. Thus, the savvy trade for Minkah Fitzpatrick,
who paid another dividend with his 96-yard inter-
ception return for the defensive score.
• That’s four interceptions for Fitzpatrick in half

a season. They haven’t had that many from some-
one in a full season since 2010, and that many from
a free safety since 2003.

• But where did the timeouts go? 
• One of the biggest complaints about Tomlin’s

time management over the years is that he doesn’t
take the two-minute warning into consideration.
One of the Sunday challenges occurred with 2:03
left and served as a de facto timeout, so what’s the
problem?
• I wouldn’t have challenged the calls that

resulted in two lost timeouts, but I easily could
have been swayed. The first challenge was of an
uncatchable pass with incidental contact, and the
second challenge gave officials a chance to make
up for their awful call on the previous play.
• And the Steelers got the ball back with 1:11

still on the clock, so, again, why the ruckus?
• At least the players like this coach. Vince

Williams called the defense the most cohesive
unit with which he’s ever been associated.
Drafting the right players and putting together a
winning environment is much more important
than the time-management quibbles that every
city has.
• The offense needs more seasoning at QB and

a running back. Jaylen Samuels and Edmunds both
fulfilled their roles, but a spark was missing.

• The receivers are fine. We know that for cer-
tain about JuJu Smith-Schuster and Diontae
Johnson. And James Washington showed he can
make the combat catch, even though his ol’ buddy
Mason seemed to forget him too often.
• I doubt Rudolph will be checking down so

quickly by the end of the season — unless he has
guys like Bud Dupree and T.J. Watt coming after
him every down.
• Watt is on pace for 15 sacks and Dupree for

12. That’s James Harrison-LaMarr Woodley at their
peak. Harrison had 16 sacks and Woodley 11.5 in
2008.
• In the media scrum surrounding Dupree after

the game, the question on my smart-alecky mind
was this: What’s the franchise tag worth? 
• Dupree, of course, is breaking out in the last

season of his rookie contract. A tag will no doubt
be considered for him next spring. 
• I bumped into him outside the locker room

and asked then. “A little less than $18 million,”
Dupree said without hesitation. “You KNEW I
would know that, didn’t you?”
• Yeah, kind of figured. Also kind of figure the

Steelers need to start saving their pennies. 

WEXELL | FROM PAGE 17

The trade for safety Minkah Fitzpatrick
looked even better when he returned an
interception for a touchdown against the
Colts, his fourth pick in six games with the
Steelers.

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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QUARTERBACKS
NO. NAME HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE
2 Mason Rudolph 6-5 235 2 Oklahoma State
5 Paxton Lynch 6-7 244 3 Memphis
6 Devlin Hodges 6-1 210 R Samford

RUNNING BACKS
24 Benny Snell Jr. 5-10 224 R Kentucky
30 James Conner 6-1 233 3 Pittsburgh
33 Trey Edmunds 6-2 223 2 Maryland
38 Jaylen Samuels 6-0 225 2 N.C. State
40 Tony Brooks-James 5-9 180 R Oregon
45 Roosevelt Nix 5-11 248 5 Kent State

WIDE RECEIVERS
10 Ryan Switzer 5-8 185 3 North Carolina
13 James Washington 5-11 213 2 Oklahoma State
18 Diontae Johnson 5-10 183 R Toledo
19 JuJu Smith-Schuster 6-1 215 3 USC
80 Johnny Holton 6-3 190 3 Cincinnati

TIGHT ENDS
81 Zach Gentry 6-8 265 R Michigan
88 Nick Vannnett 6-6 261 4 Ohio State
89 Vance McDonald 6-4 267 7 Rice

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN
53 Maurkice Pouncey 6-4 304 10 Florida
66 David DeCastro 6-5 316 8 Stanford
67 B.J. Finney 6-4 318 4 Kansas State
71 Matt Feiler 6-6 330 3 Bloomsburg (Pa.)
72 Zach Banner 6-8 360 2 USC
73 Ramon Foster 6-5 328 11 Tennessee
76 Chukwuma Okorafor 6-6 320 2 Western Michigan
78 Alejandro Villanueva 6-9 320 5 Army

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN
NO. NAME HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE
79 Javon Hargrave 6-2 305 4 South Carolina State
91 Stephon Tuitt 6-6 303 6 Notre Dame
93 Daniel McCullers 6-7 352 6 Tennessee
94 Tyson Alualu 6-3 304 10 California
96 Isaiah Buggs 6-3 295 R Alabama
97 Cameron Heyward 6-5 295 9 Ohio State

LINEBACKERS
26 Mark Barron 6-2 230 8 Alabama
44 Tyler Matakevich 6-1 235 4 Temple
48 Bud Dupree 6-4 269 5 Kentucky
54 Ulysees Gilbert III 6-0 230 R Akron
55 Devin Bush 5-11 234 R Michigan
56 Anthony Chickillo 6-3 255 5 Miami (Fla.)
90 T.J. Watt 6-4 252 3 Wisconsin
92 Olasunkanmi Adeniyi 6-1 248 1 Toledo
98 Vince Williams 6-1 233 7 Florida State

DEFENSIVE BACKS
20 Cameron Sutton 5-11 188 3 Tennessee
22 Steve Nelson 5-11 194 5 Oregon State
23 Joe Haden 5-11 195 10 Florida
25 Artie Burns 6-0 197 4 Miami (Fla.)
28 Mike Hilton 5-9 184 3 Mississippi
29 Kameron Kelly 6-2 205 1 San Diego State
31 Justin Layne 6-2 192 R Michigan State
34 Terrell Edmunds 6-1 217 2 Virginia Tech
37 Jordan Dangerfield 5-11 199 3 Towson
39 Minkah Fitzpatrick 6-1 207 2 Alabama

SPECIALISTS
4 P Jordan Berry 6-5 195 5 Eastern Kentucky
9 K Chris Boswell 6-2 185 5 Rice
57 LS Kameron Canaday 6-4 245 4 Portland State

RESERVE LISTS
7 QB Ben Roethlisberger (IR) 6-5 240 16 Miami (Ohio)
21 S Sean Davis (IR) 6-1 202 4 Maryland
50 LB Ryan Shazier (PUP) 6-1 230 5 Ohio State

STEELERS ROSTER
(Listed numerically by position; as of Nov. 4)

Mike Tomlin ..........................................................................................Head coach
John Mitchell ........................................................................Assistant head coach
Randy Fichtner ................................................Offensive coordinator/quarterbacks
Keith Butler ..........................................................................Defensive coordinator
Danny Smith ..................................................................Special teams coordinator
James Daniel ............................................................................................Tight ends
Eddie Faulkner ..................................................................................Running backs
Adrian Klemm ......................................................................Assistant offensive line
Shaun Sarrett ......................................................................................Offensive line
Ray Sherman..........................................................................Interim wide receivers

Tom Bradley....................................................................................Defensive backs
Karl Dunbar ........................................................................................Defensive line
Jerry Olsavsky ..............................................................................Inside linebackers
Teryl Austin ..............................................................Senior defensive assistant/secondary
Garrett Giemont ......................................................................Strength and conditioning
Denzel Martin ..........................................................................................Coaching assistant
Blaine Stewart..........................................................................................Coaching assistant
Matt Symmes ..........................................................................................Coaching assistant
William Gay ..................................................................................................Coaching intern

STEELERS COACHING STAFF
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By BOB LABRIOLA
Editor
There have been plenty of books written about

the Pittsburgh Steelers, and there even was a book
written by Dan Rooney himself titled, “Dan
Rooney: My 75 Years with the Pittsburgh Steelers
and the NFL.” But this book is different, because
this one is more about him, specifically his
approach to leadership, his management and orga-
nizational styles, his beliefs and philosophies.

This book is titled, “A Different Way To Win:
Dan Rooney’s Story, from the Super Bowl to the
Rooney Rule,” and in the words of Jim Rooney, his
son and the book’s author, it’s “part business bio,
part memoir, and part history.”

“I understand my father wasn’t perfect, but I do
think his story is an important one to get out there,
particularly in light of the fact we live in a world
where there’s so much drive toward instant gratifi-
cation and quick fixes and things like that,” said Jim
Rooney. “What I really saw my father do was take
on some big initiatives and stick with them for a
very long time. If you look at his work with NFL
labor, if you look at his work in Ireland, if you look
at the Rooney Rule — all of those things took years
and in some cases decades where he was involved
with them. His impact, where he was really effec-
tive, was in playing that long game and making
sure he stuck with things, and that’s what I saw that
really was different about him.”

By Rooney’s estimation, this project took
upwards of two years to complete, and the final
version came about via some 50-plus interviews
with the likes of Paul Tagliabue and Roger Goodell,
but also members of the Rooney family, people
who worked in The White House, the U.S. State
Department, and people in Ireland who are very
familiar with what is known there as “The
Troubles.”
“Patricia Hume is the wife of John Hume,” Jim

said Rooney by way of identifying one of his inter-
view subjects, “and John Hume won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1998 for his work in Ireland. We had
this two-hour conversation, and Patricia was in
tears about halfway through, and then I’m in tears.

Book about father a ‘labor or love’ for Jim Rooney
A DIFFERENT WAY TO WIN

John Rooney was proud to be able to dive into the legacy of his father with “A Different Way To Win.” Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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She was talking about all of the things my father
did, and my mother, too, in going to Derry, a town
that probably was the hardest-hit place during ‘The
Troubles.’ President Clinton visited Derry, and Tip
O’Neill visited Derry, and she certainly appreciated
those big visits, but she sort of told the story that
over a 25-year period, my father, both my parents,
were up there and making this commitment, this
contribution, to a place that was just so hard-hit. To
me, that was a really good example of his life, and
it was a really meaningful moment to hear it from
someone who was impacted so directly.”

The four main narratives addressed in this
book are Dan Rooney’s work in the NFL; the
Steelers of the 1970s and how he transformed
the organization along with the great manage-
ment team that he had there; his work in Ireland;
and the Rooney Rule. The pathway to the Rooney
Rule is charted, and the critical role Dan Rooney
had in bringing it about is chronicled. The book
portrays the final 15 years of Dan Rooney’s life as
being the chief advocate for the Rooney Rule,
and then explains how the Rooney Rule has gone
beyond football and now is used by corporations
internationally.

“What I wanted to get across, and what I saw my
father do, was step into certain challenges and stay
with them for such a long period of time, and that’s
what I thought was different about the way he
approached leadership,” said Jim Rooney.

“When you looked at the league, when you
looked at Ireland, in all of these cases my father
had this statement, ‘Do the right thing.’ What he
meant by that — and as it was explained by every-
one I spoke to — it wasn’t about getting more
money or getting more recognition, it was more
about do you feel good about the decision you
made because it impacted the community or the
organization involved in a positive way. That’s fun-
damentally what he was all about, and we tried to
put a bunch of stories in the book that exemplified
that.”

And for Jim Rooney, having the opportunity to
put on paper so many of the things he had seen his
father accomplish under a cloak of humility was a
labor of love.

“My experience wasn’t as much about new infor-
mation, even though there certainly was some, but
I did so many of the interviews right after he passed
away — and I gave the example of Patricia Hume
shedding tears — but it was almost this reflection,
maybe even a little bit of grieving that I got to have
with so many people who were important in his life.
And to share those experiences, and we’ve tried to
convey that experience in the book, because I was
really touched by the way people were sharing with
me, and it felt very authentic. It really felt there was

this deep emotional connection, so that really was
the biggest experience I took away from the inter-
views. Certainly there was a lot of good information
and stories that helped bring the project about, but
the emotional experience was really important to
me.”

And what would he say to his father if he point-
ed out that he had written his own book?

“What’s in this book that wasn’t in that book is
we really go into a lot of detail about the Rooney
Rule, we talk a fair amount about his time as
Ambassador, which is a really interesting experi-
ence,” said Jim Rooney, “and in his two years in
Ireland, you get so many of the same examples
that you get over 70 years of the rest of his career

— that he went over there and the folks he
worked with at Embassy Dublin talk about how he
transformed their experience working in an
embassy. Several of them told me it was by far
and away their best time as career diplomats. I
think those stories are ones my father would be
glad are out there and would want people to
hear.

“What I hope comes across is this idea that you
can be strong, you can be principled, you can set
really high standards, and you can also have this
commitment to humanity. You can be decent and
kind, while you’re being successful. That’s really
what I saw him do over and over again, and that’s
the experiences that were reflected back to me.”

    

“Certainly there was 
a lot of good 

information and
stories that helped

bring the project 
about, but the

emotional experience
was really 

important to me.”
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By BOB LABRIOLA
Editor
“(T)here’s a short list of people who have helped

the National Football League live up to its creed:
To honor everyone, the fans, the players, and all
the teams. Dan Rooney was one of those people.
And he was like that in all the other roles he played,
as a father, a business leader, a philanthropist, and
a peacemaker. Everywhere Dan Rooney went, he
was revered. And this book will tell you why.”
That’s the conclusion of the Foreword, done by

Joe Greene, that sets up what’s to come in the
book authored by his son, Jim Rooney, and titled,
“A Different Way To Win: Dan Rooney’s Story from
the Super Bowl to the Rooney Rule.” And once
you’ve completed the 200-plus pages, I’m confi-
dent the reasons why Dan Rooney was revered will
have been made clear.
Because Dan Rooney is so well known to so

many people for so many reasons, the author spent
a couple of pages following Greene’s Foreword
explaining the points the rest of the narrative will
attempt to get across. Typically, that wouldn’t be
necessary, but when a book is advertised as being
about Dan Rooney, there justifiably would be ques-
tions about whether it’s a sports book that focuses
on the Pittsburgh Steelers, a sports book that
chronicles the rise of the NFL to its current status as
America’s true national pastime, a book about the
life of a diplomat in a foreign country and the
peace process in Ireland, or a book about the
Rooney Rule.
As the author explains, this book touches on all

of those topics, and the Table of Contents reflects
that. The complete text is divided into four “sto-
ries.” Story I is titled, “Steward: Faith, Family,
Football.” Story II is titled, “Architect: The Steelers
of the 1970s.” Story III is titled, “Peacemaker:
Ireland.” And Story IV is titled, “Vocation: His Life’s
Work – The Rooney Rule.”
And as is the case with everything touched upon

within the book, the emphasis, the common
thread, is the one principle that seemed to be the
guiding light throughout Dan Rooney’s entire pro-
fessional life: “Do the right thing.”
“If you were to choose one word to describe

who he was and how he carried himself no matter
the setting, that word would have to be ‘authentic-
ity,’ ” writes Jim Rooney. “He was who he was, and
he didn’t try to be who he wasn’t. People respect-
ed that, and some even loved him for it. He didn’t
play the role of Dan Rooney. He was Dan Rooney.”
It’s a safe assumption that many of those who

will be drawn to “A Different Way To Win” will be
those interested in how Dan Rooney’s manage-
ment style and fundamental belief of always trying
to do the right thing transformed Pittsburgh’s pro-
fessional football team.
“The truth was, by the time Dan got involved,”

writes Jim Rooney, “he couldn’t have made things
much worse. My grandfather was a beloved local
figure, so the Steelers bore the label of ‘lovable los-
ers.’ But losers they were.”
“A Different Way To Win” takes the reader

through many of the significant events in NFL his-
tory that would shape the future of the league —
the election of Pete Rozelle as Commissioner, the
impact of television and the NFL’s forward-thinking
policy of sharing that revenue equally among all
teams, the war with the AFL and the subsequent
merger, the creation of the Super Bowl — and Dan
Rooney’s impact and influence on each of those
events.
The book states that Art Rooney Sr.’s one glar-

ing mistake during his tenure as an NFL owner was

not challenging “the unofficial agreement among
NFL owners to ban black players.” That turns into
the main issue addressed in Story II, which begins
with January 1980 at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena,
California.
“The Steelers wore their traditional black jerseys

with white numbers, and over the previous decade
the uniform had become symbolic,” writes Jim
Rooney. “The integration of the team during the
1970s had been purposeful, a keystone of Dan
Rooney’s leadership of the Steelers. Joe Greene,
who went to a segregated high school in Texas,
anchored the front of the Steel Curtain defense.
Buttressing Greene were future Hall of Famers Jack
Ham and Jack Lambert, two white linebackers from
the Rust Belt. Behind them were Mel Blount and
Donnie Shell, both of whom had attended histori-
cally black colleges and universities (HBCUs) and
marched in the South after Martin Luther King’s
assassination. The final line of defense was Mike
Wagner, a white safety from a town situated
between Milwaukee and Chicago.”
This section of the book takes the reader

through every phase of the Steelers’ transforma-
tion, and how it started with Dan Rooney’s detailed
plan to turn the Steelers into champions on the
field but also an organization that attained great-
ness in the community, in the outside world, and in
their thinking.
“Then he wrote very specifically what he expect-

ed each person within the organization to do,”
writes Jim Rooney. “This plan was his design for
the entirety of the franchise. The document was
always in the credenza behind his desk, and he
would refer to it often. It described in detail every
activity for which the franchise was responsible. He
wrote out the obligations and objectives of each
role, from ball boy to business managers to coach-
es.”
This section also explains Dan Rooney’s collabo-

ration with the three people identified by the book
as integral to the execution of his plan: Bill Nunn,
Chuck Noll and Joe Gordon. The scout who identi-
fied the talent, the coach who molded that talent
into a championship team, and the public relations
man who nurtured the Steelers brand.
The section on Ireland is neither boring nor diffi-

cult to understand, nor does it require an in-depth
knowledge of the history of violence in that coun-
try and the reasons for it. While it’s not about foot-

See REVIEW, page 26

A DIFFERENT WAY TO WIN | REVIEW

Book reveals what made Dan Rooney special
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ball, this section reinforces much of what was cov-
ered earlier in the book about Dan Rooney’s work
with the NFL, primarily in the area of labor, because
it recounts his knack for finding a consensus among
people who very likely are going to end up not
being totally happy with the final agreement.

The final section of the book deals with the
Rooney Rule, which began as a requirement that
any NFL team hiring a head coach to interview at
least one minority candidate for the job. It since has
expanded to include senior football operations
jobs, including general managers. The impact of
the rule is detailed in the book with a powerful illus-
tration that shows the number of minority coaches
hired before the creation of the Rooney Rule vs.
the hirings coming after its implementation.

This section had the potential to devolve into a
dry, overly academic recounting, but instead of
simply citing statistics, the section on the Rooney
Rule includes enough story-telling with a number
of easily recognizable NFL power brokers as main
characters to keep the reader interested and the
pages turning. It’s history, but it’s delivered in a
more anecdotal, less academic, way, while still
impressing upon the reader the importance of the
Rooney Rule and the delicate negotiating touch
that was required to get it approved by ownership.

To quote from the text: “A change in approach
this significant is difficult in the NFL, as it is in any
organization. And there would be some resistance.
(Dan) Rooney had been wrestling with how to
make changes and how to convince others to join
him in those changes throughout his life … Dan
Rooney would bring all of those qualities — the
credibility he had built in the NFL, the ability to
forge common ground, and his willingness to
immerse himself in the nitty-gritty of the process
and continue to be a champion for what he
believed in — to improve opportunities for minor-
ity coaches in the NFL. The Rooney Rule would be
the culmination of his life’s work and his profes-
sional approach.”

Call it Dan Rooney’s gift, or his genius, but his
ability to bring together people on opposing sides
of an often contentious issue and broker a peaceful
solution is a great contribution, and his willingness
to do that in a selfless and respectful way is what
made him a great man.

Early in the book, Jim Rooney tells the reader
that “A Different Way To Win” will illustrate why
Dan Rooney was revered, no matter where he went
and in what field of endeavor he had immersed him-
self. By the end, the book delivers on that promise.

To order “A Different Way To Win: Dan
Rooney’s Story from the Super Bowl to the Rooney
Rule,” visit shop.steelers.com, and then click on the
link for “Home/Office.”

REVIEW | FROM PAGE 25

Dan Rooney celebrated the Steelers’
sixth Super Bowl title with Coach Mike
Tomlin, but more importantly he
helped continue to proud tradition
established by his father.

Digest File Photos
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By TERESA VARLEY
Assistant Editor

It was a few weeks ago when Ryan Shazier
proudly shared a photo of his son, Ryan Jr. (R.J.),
for his first day of pre-kindergarten, ready to start
off the new school year.

Later that day, Shazier could have opted to
share another back to school photo, but this time
he didn’t.

That photo would have been his first day of
school, first day of taking classes at the University
of Pittsburgh.

“We went back to school the same day,” said a
smiling Shazier. “He had his first day of pre-K and I
had my first day of school. It was kind of cool to see
him go to school for the first day. He was excited
about it. And for me, I was in class that night.”

Shazier, who went to Ohio State where he
majored in psychology and minored in business
management, left school a year early and never
earned his degree. In his mind, he knew it was
something he wanted to accomplish one day, but
when was the question. The timing now is just
right.

“I always wanted to go back to school, even
before I got hurt,” said Shazier. “It has always been
important to me. I feel like I never accomplished
something I always told myself I would. I want my
kids to have better opportunities than me. I know
it’s going to be a stepping stone for them and
myself, to show them I have my degree. 

“This is something I really wanted to finish
because I know how important it is. My mom and
dad have their degrees. Michelle (my wife) has her
degree. I want to start a foundation for our family
that this is the standard. I want R.J. to know this is
the standard and we are trying to build our family.”

While it’s something Shazier has always wanted
to do, it doesn’t mean it’s easy. Sure, Shazier has
been accustomed to sitting in a meeting room
learning football terminology since he was drafted
by the Steelers in the first round in the 2014 NFL
draft, but that school is a whole different story.

“I hadn’t looked at this stuff in a long time,” said
Shazier. “I was taking notes. I take notes in football,
but for me that is second nature. Now I have to
really focus on trying to use that same approach in
school.

“It’s exciting. It’s also nerve-wracking. We’re
doing stuff in class that I am like, OK, I don’t
remember all of this. Some of the stuff is from
things I did in class six years ago and I have to re-
learn everything. It’s kind of cool because it’s the
process of learning and trying to get new informa-

Back to school for Shazier

See SHAZIER, page 29

Ryan Shazier and his wife Michelle celebrated Ryan Jr.’s first day of
pre-kindergarten with their other son, Lyon, but it also was a big day
for Ryan himself.
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tion again. I am excited and trying to move forward and learn as much
as I can.”

Shazier takes classes three nights a week, with them ranging from
two to three hours each. And when he first arrived, he admits the stu-
dents did a double take.

“I walked into class and a few kids noticed me,” said Shazier. “Then
we had a short break because all of my classes are long. We had the
break and some students came up to me and talked to me. After we left
class there were about 20 students waiting for me. I was like, how do
you know I am here? It was cool. They are students, but they are also
fans and people who appreciate the work I have put in in rehab and
football. It was a cool experience.”

It’s also a challenging experience. This is a huge change for a Shazier,
“I haven’t started to take tests yet, but I have been going on

YouTube looking up how do you study for college,” said Shazier. “I
studied in college at Ohio State, but we also had tutors who gave us a
push when it came to studying. I have to study by myself. I am just
focusing and learning as much as I can and gathering as much informa-
tion as I can. I am excited.

“I eventually want to get my master’s in business. But I have to take
care of this first. That is one of my goals, to get that done after I am
done with this.”

SHAZIER | FROM PAGE 27

By TERESA VARLEY
Assistant Editor

It wasn’t Steelers game day, but it sure felt like
it when Ryan Shazier kicked off his newly created
Shalieve Fight Foundation.

The Milk Shake Factory held a “pep rally” at
their new location in McCandless as Shazier
unveiled his foundation and they premiered the
“Shalieve Shake.” The strawberry shake, which
Shazier said is “really, really good,” is made with
crushed cookies and cream, hot fudge, whipped
cream and is topped with a chocolate “Shalieve”
lion, which became a symbol for Shazier. The Milk
Shake Factory donated $1 from the sale of each
“Shalieve Shake” during September to his founda-
tion.  

“It’s a fun way, a Pittsburgh way of doing
things. Pittsburgh loves football and the commu-
nity,” said Shazier. “I just wanted to let people
know about the foundation, but also work with a
local company I am close to. I thought it was a fun
way to kick off something new, but let people
know what I am doing with my foundation.

“I am excited about the outpouring of people
and the interest they have in my foundation.” 

Shazier said he has always wanted to find a way
to give back to the community, and the spinal
cord injury he suffered in 2017 elevated that

desire. His foundation is focused on helping oth-
ers who have suffered spinal cord injuries, focus-
ing right now on those in the Western
Pennsylvania area.

“I had tremendous care from the people at
UPMC and everywhere,” said Shazier. “They have
been so supportive of me. I just want to be able to
give people the same kind of care that I got. My
whole life I always wanted to treat people with
respect and treat people the way I want to be
treated. I want to do the same thing when it
comes to rehab, therapy and recovery.

“I got so much help. I don’t feel like it’s right to
get help and support from others and not give

back. I would rather give than receive, that is in
the Bible. The more blessings that come our way,
it’s better to pour them out to others and help
them. We want to empower people who are
going through this.”

Shazier said since his injury he has heard from a
lot of people who have suffered spinal cord
injuries, many who fight a very private battle and
need a helping hand. He has become an inspira-
tion to many, something that can be a challenge
and a great reward at the same time.

“It’s a heavy task because everything you do
people are looking at you,” said Shazier. “People
are hoping they can be like you. But it’s a blessing
because you have a following of people that want
you to be strong, believe in you and believe some
day they can be in the same shoes as you.

“It’s sad that so many people are dealing with
spinal cord injuries. People reaching out to me
makes me want to help more. To be able to do
this foundation, it means a lot. Not a lot of people
have the opportunity to help others, to be in the
shoes I am in to be able to help. 

“It took me a while to figure out what founda-
tion I wanted to do. But when this situation hap-
pened to me, and I learned what goes into it, I
decided I want to be a voice for people with spinal
cord injuries.”

Shazier wants to be a voice for others
“I am excited about the 

outpouring of people 

and the interest they have 

in my foundation.”
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By TERESA VARLEY
Assistant Editor
If you know Brett Keisel, or even have met him

once, there is something you immediately notice.
And, no, I am not talking about his amazing

beard.
I am talking about his heart.
Keisel is one of the most caring, giving human

beings you will ever come across and that is why it
came as no surprise he was the recipient of the
Andy and Cindy Russell Humanitarian Award, pre-
sented at the UPMC Celebrity Classic.
The award, named after the former Steelers line-

backer and his wife, has been given the last three
years to someone who has made a huge impact on
the Pittsburgh community. Late Steelers Chairman
Dan Rooney was the first recipient and Rocky Bleier
the second.
“It’s pretty surreal,” said Keisel, who owns

Mighty Oak Adventures. “My kids were asking me
what this is for. I told them it’s about giving back to
the community. To see the men who won it in front
of me, Mr. Rooney and Rocky, it’s a tremendous
honor to be mentioned with those guys and what
they have done for this city. I am honored to be
here. It’s a special night.”
Keisel, the Steelers’ seventh-round pick in the

2002 NFL draft, immediately immersed himself in
the community after he arrived in Pittsburgh. When
asked to do something, he never said no. He was
involved in Project Bundle-Up, the Homeless
Children’s Education Fund, Operation Once in a
Lifetime, and hosted the Cystic Fibrosis 65 Roses
Sports Auction. 
His signature event is where his heart — OK, and

beard — are on display the most. Keisel has hosted
“Shear Da Beard” for nine years, which benefits
cancer programs at UPMC Children’s Hospital of
Pittsburgh, an event where he literally shears off
the beard with the help of former teammates. 
Keisel began to grow his now-famous beard

back in training camp in 2010 in an effort to get the
Steelers back to the Super Bowl after winning
Super Bowl XLIII two years prior. It worked, but
only to an extent. The Steelers made it to Super
Bowl XLV but lost to the Green Bay Packers.
Keisel was as disappointed as anybody after the

Super Bowl loss, but he wanted to do something,
wanted to end things on a positive note. So he
decided to shave off his beard, in public, for chari-
ty. What started on a whim has grown into a sold-
out event that has raised over half a million dollars. 
“I love to give back,” said Keisel. “The response

I get from the families at the hospital, the relation-
ships I have built. The kids I have seen grow up
from when they were 3 or 4 years old and they are
now 13 and 14 and in remission from cancer. They

are beating the adversity set in front of them for
nothing they have done. To be able to witness that
and see it, it touches my heart and I am grateful to
be in the position I am in.”
Steelers President Art Rooney II was on hand to

present Keisel with the honor, something that was
special for him. 
“Brett is one of those guys who has done so

much off the field for so long it’s hard to keep track
of everything,” said Rooney. “His ‘Shear Da Beard’
event for Children’s Hospital has become a leg-
endary event in town. I am happy to be a part of
this and honored to present him the Andy and
Cindy Russell Humanitarian Award.”
The UPMC Celebrity Classic, hosted by Freddie

H. Fu MD and held at Topgolf Pittsburgh, benefit-
ed the UPMC Sports Medicine Concussion
Program and the Department of Orthopaedic
Surgery. It morphed from the Andy Russell

Celebrity Classic, which Russell ran for 40 years in
Pittsburgh.
“I think Andy had the longest running golf tour-

nament in Western Pennsylvania, so it’s great to
see them continue to go with it here and continue
on the tradition,” said Rooney. 
The Andy Russell Celebrity Classic benefited

various programs run by UPMC, something that Dr.
Fu will always appreciate. 
“Andy founded this golf tournament 43 years

ago. I arrived in Pittsburgh 44 years ago, almost the
same time,” said Dr. Fu. “I knew Andy because he
was a Super Bowl champion. I have been following
his career. When I went to UPMC in the Sports
Medicine Center, Andy provided us funding so we
could support the inner city schools for athletic
trainers. Andy and Cindy are fantastic. They are
visionaries setting this up. This will always be the
Andy Russell tournament.”

Keisel honored for giving back

Brett Keisel was joined by his wife Sarah and their three children — Jacob, Grace and Will — as well as Art Rooney II and Andy
and Cindy Russell (left) when he was presented with the Andy and Cindy Russell Humanitarian Award.

Digest Photo/REBECCA MEHLING
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By TERESA VARLEY 
Assistant Editor

Relentless rain on a recent cool fall afternoon
definitely was a sign that winter is not far away in
Pittsburgh. And for many area kids that can mean a
harsh reality. 

As hard as it is to imagine, there are kids in the
community who that could face the brutal temper-
atures and conditions that winter brings without
warm outerwear. 

That is why the Steelers once again teamed with
Project Bundle-Up to take kids from the

Homestead Salvation Army Corps shopping for
winter outerwear at Dick’s Sporting Goods in the
Waterfront. 

“Having kids now myself, to be able to get
these kids cool coats knowing that the weather is
changing (is great),” said Joe Haden. “Pittsburgh
is very, very cold. They can go to school and if they
have to go to the bus stop, they can be warm and
that is a good thing. I know I wouldn’t want my
kids going out there being cold. Jackets are some-
thing every kid needs, be able to do it for them,
gloves, shoes and everything. These are essentials

to every kid, so everyone should have them.
Thinking that somebody doesn’t, it really affects
me and that is why I love giving back to these
kids.” 

The Salvation Army’s Project Bundle-Up is a pro-
gram started by Patricia Rooney, wife of late
Steelers Chairman Dan Rooney, and Joe DeNardo,
the late WTAE-TV weatherman, more than 30 years
ago. The Steelers have been participating in the
shopping day for years, teaming up with the local
kids to outfit them in a coat, scarf, hat, gloves and
boots. 

PROJECT BUNDLE-UP: keeping kids warm
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“Right now the children don’t understand it,
because children don’t understand cold,” said
Major Sandra Jackson, Divisional Leader for the
Salvation Army. “I think of the parent, when they
go home, who is going to know their child is taken
care of like that for the winter. It makes a difference
for the family. When family is good, the communi-
ty gets better. 

“I think it’s important because it helps the
Steelers understand giving back in the community
is important because people look up to them. They
are our guys. The relationship is important. It’s the

men, the team coming in and reinforcing a belief
system they have as a team, taking care of each
other.”

Players were paired with kids to go through the
store, some of them handing the challenge of three
or four kids on their own, as they tried everything
on to find the perfect fit. 

“It’s great to be able to reach out to the com-
munity and have an impact,” said T.J. Watt.
“We don’t get to do stuff like this enough. To
be able to do stuff like this with these kids is a
blast.”  

There was laughter, smiles, hugs and some real-
ly well put together looks. And even though Devlin
Hodges joked he was going to get the kids he was
shopping with some camouflage coats, they did
walk out of the store with their favorite colors and
were happy as can be. 

The day was one the kids will never forget, with
one of them declaring it was “the best day ever,”
and the players felt the same way. 

“I am having a good time,” said Roosevelt Nix.
“This is a great thing. This is giving back. It’s a
blessing to be able to do this.”

 : keeping kids warm
Digest Photos/REBECCA MEHLING
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34 • STEELERS DIGEST 

COMING UP

SNEAK PEEK

Sunday, Nov. 10

L.A. RAMS AT PITTSBURGH 
Time: 4:25 p.m. (subject to flex scheduling)
Site: Heinz Field
Television: FOX
Series record: Steelers lead 31-19 (including
playoffs)
Last meeting: 2016 at St. Louis; Steelers 12,
Rams 6
Series trend: The Steelers have won the last
three meetings and four of the last five. The
Steelers allowed six points or less in three of
those victories (42-6 in 1996, 27-0 in 2011 and
12-6 in 2015).
Scouting report: After reaching the Super Bowl
last season, the Rams arrived at the halfway mark
of 2019 with a 5-3 record following their 14-point
victory against Cincinnati in London. The Rams
made significant personnel moves in October
when they acquired cornerback Jalen Ramsey
from the Jacksonville Jaguars and traded CB
Marcus Peters to Baltimore. The offense has
taken a bit of a step back from last season, but
wide receiver Cooper Kupp arrived at the
halfway mark on pace for more than 110 catches
and 1,500 receiving yards.
Worth noting: This will end a three-game
homestand for the Steelers. Since 2000, they’re
4-0 in the third game of a three-game homes-
tand, winning every game by at least 17 points.

Thursday, Nov. 14

PITTSBURGH AT CLEVELAND
Time: 8:20 p.m.
Site: FirstEnergy Stadium
Television: FOX/NFLN/Amazon
Series record: Steelers lead 65-42 (including
playoffs)
Last meeting: 2018 at Pittsburgh; Steelers 31,
Browns 18
Series trend: The Steelers have dominated this
series, with a 7-0-1 record in the last eight
games, 11-1-1 in the last 13, and 15-2-1 in the
last 18.
Scouting report: The Browns came into the 2019
season with high expectations, but they went
into their bye with a 2-5 record following a 14-
point loss against the New England Patriots.
Perhaps no player has been more disappointing
than quarterback Baker Mayfield, who had six
touchdowns and 12 interceptions with a passer
rating of 67.8 through the first seven games.
Nick Chubb is averaging more than 100 rushing
yards per game, but he has lost three fumbles,
including two against New England. Former first
overall pick Myles Garrett has been impressive,
with 10 sacks in the first seven games.
Worth noting: This will be the teams’ third
Thursday night meeting. They split the first two,
with the Steelers winning 27-7 at home in 2006
and the Browns winning 13-6 at Cleveland in 2009.

SEE YOU IN CINCINNATI — The Steelers return to
the road Nov. 24 for their rematch with the Bengals.
The Steelers won the first meeting 27-3 at Heinz Field
in a Monday night game in Week 4. It was one of
eight consecutive losses for Cincinnati heading into
their bye. Maybe the one bright spot for the Bengals
during their 0-8 start was former Pitt WR Tyler Boyd,
who was on pace for 102 catches on the season.

Sept. 8 at New England L, 3-33

Sept. 15 SEATTLE L, 26-28

Sept. 22 at San Francisco L, 24-20

Sept. 30 CINCINNATI (Mon.) W, 27-3

Oct. 6 BALTIMORE L, 23-26 (OT)

Oct. 13 at L.A. Chargers W, 24-17

Oct. 20 Bye week

Oct. 28 MIAMI (Mon.) W, 27-14

Nov. 3 INDIANAPOLIS W, 26-24

Nov. 10 L.A. RAMS 4:25 p.m.*

Nov. 14 at Cleveland (Thu.) 8:20 p.m.

Nov. 24 at Cincinnati 1 p.m.*

Dec. 1 CLEVELAND 4:25 p.m.*

Dec. 8 at Arizona 4:25 p.m.*

Dec. 15 BUFFALO 1 p.m.*

Dec. 22 at N.Y. Jets 1 p.m.*

Dec. 29 at Baltimore 1 p.m.*
*-Game subject to flex scheduling

2019 REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE
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