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LATROBE, Pa. — By mid-afternoon July 25, the
2019 wannabe Pittsburgh Steelers had assembled on
campus here, and the clock began ticking toward the
start of the NFL regular season. For the next three
weeks, the Steelers will use the grass at Saint Vincent
College to attempt to solve, or at least get a better
handle on, a wide range of issues attached to the
apparent strengths and weaknesses of their roster.

A couple of weeks later they will cut to 53 and
possibly utilize the waiver wire to tie up some loose
ends. But what will they find awaiting them at the
start of this regular season, besides Tom Brady and
the defending champion New England Patriots?
That’s a big unknown, even to Al Riveron.

You see, 2019 is being billed as NFL 100, a cel-
ebration of the National Football League’s 100th
season, and it wouldn’t be a good look for the con-
versation to be dominated by some inconsistent or
overzealous application of the new rule allowing
called or uncalled pass interference penalties to be
subject to instant replay.

Already there have been warnings sounded.
As Peter King wrote for NBCsports.com: “We

won’t know for a while if we’ve finally gone too far
with replay, if reviewing the consistently controver-
sial calls of defensive and offensive pass interfer-
ence will be the Rubicon the NFL just can’t cross …
I’m as concerned with the unintended conse-
quences of this rules tweak as the intended one.
Yes, we all want obvious blown calls to be fixed. But
if you read this column, you watch football. And you
see the super-slo-motion replays of pass interfer-
ence, and if you’re with five people watching, there
could be a 3-3 or 4-2 split about whether there was
pass interference on the play … and maybe even
whether the offensive players or the defensive play-
ers were the guilty party. Or whether both were.”

As NFL Network’s Rich Eisen wrote after
Riveron, the vice president of officiating, conduct-
ed a symposium for the network back in June:
“Riveron would show a sequence involving a possi-
ble offensive pass interference, pause the play and
ask the room if we would throw a flag for OPI. Half
of the room would say ‘yes’ and the other half ’no.’
Then, he would ask us if there was no penalty
called, would we, as the replay official, put a flag
down on the field for OPI. Half the room said ‘yes’
and the other half of the room said ‘no.’ Riveron’s
well-taken point: Not everything in this endeavor is
going to be so glaring and easy to correct as the
NFC Championship Game non-call.”

Ah, the NFC Championship Game non-call. That
was the fuel that pushed this initative across the fin-
ish line in the first place. Rams defensive back

Nickell Robey-Coleman blasting Saints receiver
Tommylee Lewis, and clearly blasting him before
Drew Brees’ pass arrived in the vicinity. The narra-
tive of the Saints being wronged, denied their
rightful berth in the Super Bowl, and the potential
for such a wrong to impact negatively the profes-
sional lives of coaches combined with the incessant
replaying of a badly missed call got the owners to
vote for this addition to instant replay.

One commonly heard justification for this
change had to do with the fact that since fans are
able to see clearly when one of these calls is
missed, it’s incumbent on the league to take advan-
tage of the technology to make things right. But as
Chuck Noll pointed out over 30 yards ago when
told instant replay was a way to get things right:
“What if it doesn’t?”

Indeed, what if this doesn’t get things right?
What if what looks to be egregious contact on a
high-definition screen with the action playing out in
super-slo-motion in real time was actually inciden-
tal contact? What if incidental contact by one play-
er serves to offset an actual foul by his opponent?
What if contact that happens on the other side of
the field and has no impact on the play negates a
great catch in the end zone for a touchdown? Or
negates an interception? Is that football justice? Is
that getting things right?

In various sessions with the media over the sum-
mer, Riveron repeatedly made assurances that replay
won’t change decisions made on the field unless
there is “clear and obvious” evidence to do so.

“Pass interference is not a new rule in any way,”

Riveron said from the NFL’s annual summer offici-
ating seminar in Dallas. “We will start with the
premise that the ruling on the field, whatever it is,
is correct. If we do not find clear and obvious visu-
al evidence to overturn the ruling on the field, we
will not reverse the call.”

Sounds good, but that also was supposed to be
the standard on whether it was a catch or incom-
plete, and after much complaining about over-
reaching replay decisions, including the one that
took a Jesse James touchdown off the board late in
what turned out to be a 2017 Steelers loss against
New England that directly impacted playoff seed-
ings and the subsequent postseason pairings, the
league reversed course and that season’s Super
Bowl clearly was officiated differently in terms of
catch/non-catch situations.

“In my experience, I never thought creating a
rule for one play — even as obvious as that play
was — you can get bad rules that way,” former NFL
senior VP of officiating Dean Blandino, now a FOX
rules analyst, told Dom Cosentino of Deadspin.com
regarding the league’s reaction to the NFC
Championship Game debacle. “Nobody wants to
see (that), and everybody wants to fix that. But I
feel like, you create a rule to fix that play, and what
we’re going to see is a whole bunch of other plays
that are going to be impacted, and very few of the
plays like what happened in the Rams-Saints game.

“I don’t think anybody knows exactly how this is
going to play out until we start actually playing
games,” Blandino concluded.

And that’s the real shame of it all.

Will replay always get it right?
FROM THE EDITOR | BOB LABRIOLA

The NFL added more plays eligible to be
reviewed this season, but it could be argued
it could end up creating as many problems
as it solves.
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CROWD PLEASERS: Steelers Nation welcomed back the team with the start of camp in Latrobe, and among those
players who took time to acknowledge the fans were wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster (above) and safety Terrell Edmunds.
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Q. Any thoughts on your contract exten-
sion? 

I don’t dwell a lot on that, but that’s not to say
that it is not really appreciated. I am blessed to
have the opportunity to lead this group and I’m
continually thankful for that.

Q. Are there any changes to the way
you attack the season, or the task at
hand?

Not in response to anything that transpired
specifically last year. But I think we are products of
our experiences. If we are smart, we are looking to
work and grow and get better. There will be some
evolution here as we prepare and work. That
should always be the case.

Q. Were there any areas of focus that
you wanted to work on personally
heading into this camp?

I worry less about me individually and more
about what I provide this group in terms of what
they need. The culture-building aspect of what we
do, the services to make sure they are having the
opportunity to compete at the highest level and be
at their best, that is always my focus. It is indirectly
focused on me, but not directly, so I don’t dwell on
those things as much. I better be what the group
needs me to be.

Q. As a coaching staff, what did you
think of James Conner’s performance
last year?

I am not looking for comfort relative to what he
did a year ago. I do find comfort in what I have seen
from him through this point in the journey this year.
He is highly conditioned and focused. I see the nat-
ural growth and the natural maturation that you see
in a professional, and I like what I have seen from
him through the OTAs and so forth. I have had
opportunities to run across him this summer … just
look at him, he is ready to go.

Q. What kind of leader is Maurkice
Pouncey?

He’s an exceptional leader. He is an exceptional
leader because of what he is willing to do on a day-
to-day basis. Not necessarily what he says; he’s not
a guy who has a lot to say, but he’s a guy who’s
always present, always ready, and always doing what
we need him to do. I think that speaks volumes.

Q. Do you sense a pretty good competi-
tion between Mason Rudolph and
Josh Dobbs for the backup quarter-
back job?

I’m anticipating it. Both those guys represented
themselves well a year ago in this setting. I’m not
going to be surprised when they do similar things
this year.

Q. What do you want to see out of your
defense?

I don’t know that I have any expectations com-
pared to what they did last year. I want to see them
grow in ways that good defenses do. I want to see
them be sound, I want to see them be in proper
position, I want to see them minimize explosive
plays regardless of setting or drill. And I want to
see them have an awareness about the evolving
rule changes of the game. We spent a lot of time
on that and talking about that in the spring and
appropriately so. I think that’s something all of us
are going to be adjusting to pushing to 2019.

Q. How do you see the free agents and
draft picks affecting the depth of
competition?

Hopefully, it’s really a positive thing. I think
that’s something we always spend our time in the
offseason focused on is getting the most com-
petitive 90 guys into this setting. So, we feel like
we were able to do that and those are the two
vehicles that we acquired talent — free agency
and the draft. I like how those guys have repre-
sented themselves to this point and we’ll roll that
ball out. As we continue to do that it’ll be
revealed the effectiveness of what we did in the
spring.

Q. With the rookies, how do you best
get them up to speed so they can
play fast?

We don’t have a long-standing relationship, so

Talking contract extension, the backup QBs,
Pouncey’s leadership, Bush’s progress, and more

COACH’S CORNER | MIKE TOMLIN

See TOMLIN, page 6

Second-year quarterback Mason Rudolph
figures to be competing for the backup job
behind Ben Roethlisberger after showing
promise as a rookie.

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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we are getting to know them. They’re also in
uncharted territory. They’re going into something
that they need to acknowledge that they’ve never
done before, which is a professional camp. Our
lack of knowledge on them from a long-time
working standpoint, and their lack of exposure to
this environment, we all proceed with a bit of cau-
tion and preparedness. I told those guys when
they left for the spring it’s better to be over-pre-
pared than under-prepared considering you don’t
know what lies ahead. I like what I’ve seen from
some of those guys but we’re getting to know
them and that’s part of it. That’s why we’re
extremely comfortable talking about the expecta-
tions placed on guys in year two. Because we do
know them, we do have the experience of the
past 12 months. So it is reasonable to expect a
certain level of conditioning, a certain adjustment,
a certain knowing that’s associated with what’s
expected of them. 

Q. Did you see enough of rookie wide
receiver Diontae Johnson in the
spring, or will camp take care of what
you need to see?

Camp will take care of it. Not only for him, but
for all of them. You know how it is, sometimes
spring is just that, it’s just football in shorts. Some
people are comfortable when they get into these
circumstances and their skills are highlighted.
Some guys are spring standouts, but when you
carry the pads, they somewhat disappear. I think
we all look at what transpires in the spring with a
relative grain of salt, especially once you get into
this environment.

Q. What is in store for a guy like No. 1
pick Devin Bush?

He has a lot to learn. He has a lot to prove. He
should just take that singular focus in terms of the

approach of what he needs to do. He is going to be
given an opportunity to get snaps and he is going
to have to take advantage of those things. If he is
highly conditioned, he will have an opportunity to
get additional snaps in an effort to accelerate the
learning process. Those are just natural things that
we do with a guy who is in the position that he is in.
How he performs, the level of conditioning, his
continued availability is going to dictate the pace
of all the things we just talked about.

Q. Is there anything about holding a
bunch of open practices that you
have to work around?

We don’t worry about that. We worry about the
work that is transpiring on the grass, the growth and
development of the men fundamentally, the skills
relative to their position. Some of those things,
who’s watching, has very little bearing on the work
and the focus when you talk about those things.

TOMLIN | FROM PAGE 5

By TERESA VARLEY
Assistant Editor

LATROBE, Pa. — Stability.
In sports it’s something that doesn’t come easily.
For the Steelers, it’s a staple.
That became evident again when Coach Mike

Tomlin was signed to a one-year extension, keep-
ing him through at least the 2021 season.

“I am pleased to announce we have extended
Mike Tomlin’s contract through the 2021 season,”
said Steelers President Art Rooney II. “Mike is one
of the most successful head coaches in the National
Football League, and we are confident in his lead-
ership to continue to lead our team as we pursue
our goal of winning another championship.”

Tomlin, who was hired Jan. 22, 2007, will be
entering his 13th season as the Steelers head
coach. He is only the third coach the team has had
since 1969, joining Chuck Noll and Bill Cowher on
that exclusive list.

“I am very appreciative of this contract exten-
sion and opportunity and want to thank Art Rooney
II and everyone in the organization for the support
in my first 12 seasons,” said Tomlin. “We have a
goal of winning the organization’s seventh Super
Bowl championship, and I couldn’t be more excited
about this upcoming season.”

Tomlin, 47, has guided the Steelers to two Super
Bowl appearances. He became the youngest coach

in NFL history to not only lead his team to the
Super Bowl but also win it when the Steelers
defeated the Arizona Cardinals, 27-23, in Super
Bowl XLIII.

“Mike’s track record as far as I am concerned
speaks for itself,” Rooney said during an interview
on SNR. “He is one of the best coaches in the
league. We’re just happy to have him on board.
Happy he is on our side of the field.

“There are a lot of assets Mike brings to his job.

Certainly his energy, his passion for the game. He
is a football lover. He eats, sleeps and breathes it.
He loves the game of football and is probably one
of the hardest-working people I have been
around.”

The Steelers have won six AFC North Division
titles under Tomlin. Under his guidance, the
Steelers have made the playoffs eight times and
played in the Super Bowl twice — Super Bowl XLIII
and Super Bowl XLV.

In the regular season, Tomlin has led the
Steelers to a 125-66-1 record in 12 seasons, reach-
ing 100 career wins in the fewest games (157) in
team history and the best start by a coach in team
history. He joined Noll and Cowher as the third
coach in Steelers history to reach 100 regular sea-
son wins, and the Steelers became the first fran-
chise in NFL history to have three different head
coaches reach that 100-win milestone. He also
became the eighth head coach in NFL history to
win 100 games (regular season) in their first 10 sea-
sons.

Tomlin and quarterback Ben Roethlisberger
have set a Steelers record with 115 regular season
wins, the most ever by a head coach-quarterback
combination in team history. They broke the record
set by Chuck Noll and Terry Bradshaw. The 115
wins are the fourth-most by a head coach-quarter-
back duo in the NFL.

‘Appreciative’ of extension
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James Washington quietly watched the
Steelers’ 2018 season spiral out of control and
wondered.

“As a rookie, you’re coming in and you’re like,
‘OK, is every team like this?’ ”
Washington isn’t so quiet anymore. Nor so inno-

cent. He’s on the cusp of his second season and
sees that things have changed.
“Now that I see it’s like this, this is what it should

have been,” he said. “It’s the chemistry of my
teammates. I feel like we’re all on a better page.
I’m really looking forward to this year.”
Washington is not the only one.
“Everyone is locked in,” said Maurkice Pouncey.

“It actually has a good feeling to it. Things have
been fun at practice because it’s all about foot-
ball.”
That kind of talk from Pouncey — the man Mike

Tomlin calls “an exceptional leader” — means
plenty as the Steelers attempt to regain their elite
status, if not their dignity, following a rocky 2018. 
“Things have been great,” Pouncey said. “I just

like the whole vibe of the team. Everyone seems
happy. Everyone is locked in. Everyone is having a
good time.”
With that old and withered storyline out of the

way, let’s look ahead to the top five storylines at
the dawn of 2019.

stairway to devin
As rumors swirled on draft day that the Steelers

would attempt to trade up for inside linebacker
Devin Bush, inside linebackers coach Jerry Olsavsky
refused to buy in.
That meant Olsavsky was the only guy in the

organization not on pins and needles that night.
“I wasn’t because we don’t do that. We don’t

trade up,” said Olsavsky. “So on draft day I was sit-
ting there and people were teasing me saying,
‘Hey we’re going to go up and do this,’ and I’m
like, ‘We aren’t doing that.’ And then it fell. That’s
how crazy the draft is. One guy goes to a team you
don’t expect and another team doesn’t want your
guy and is like, ‘Let’s (trade) outta here and get
another guy later.’ And we paid the right price.”
Olsavsky didn’t expect the Detroit Lions to draft

the tight end (T.J. Hockenson) Denver wanted. And
when the Broncos’ turn came at pick 10, they fig-
ured they could get a tight end later and traded
with the Steelers, who of course drafted Bush.
He’s now viewed as the piece Tomlin has need-

ed in an evolving defense that actually was started
here in Pittsburgh.
Of course, Steelers Hall of Famer Jack Lambert

was the piece back then. He was drafted in 1974 to
direct the Chuck Noll/Bud Carson cover-2 that’s
still evolving. 
Lambert was the rare piece who could strike fear

See CAMP 2019, page 10
Rookie inside linebacker Devin Bush just might be the kind of impact player the Steelers defense needed to take the next step.

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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at the line of scrimmage and also get deep in cov-
erage. It’s what Derrick Brooks did when Noll’s
defense was modernized by Tony Dungy for Tampa
Bay, where Tomlin, then a young secondary coach,
gained an appreciation for the defense.
When Tomlin was hired for his first head job, he

mentioned Brooks after he made his first draft pick
of Lawrence Timmons. After Timmons came anoth-
er ultra-quick middle backer, Ryan Shazier, whose
career was put on hold by a severe back injury.
Last year Vince Williams was emphatic in telling

the media that there wasn’t another Shazier and
they should get past that fact in analyzing the 2018
defense.

But that defense clearly lacked this critical piece,
so the Steelers traded up for Bush and now, per-
haps, they’ve found another Shazier.

Bush has repeatedly denied that he’s the next
Shazier, so the question was altered: Does Bush
talk to Brooks, his godfather, about being that key
piece in today’s pass-happy era?
“Man, I honestly feel I can be whatever piece

they ask me to be,” Bush said. “But I’m not trying
to be somebody I’m not. I’m not trying to be
Derrick Brooks. I’m not trying to be Ryan Shazier,
Lawrence Timmons or whoever else. I’m trying to
be Devin Bush, so whatever they ask of me, I’ll be
that.”

First of all, he’ll have to be more like James
Farrior, who eventually mastered the same position
— buck (or strong side) inside linebacker in the
Steelers 3-4 base. Farrior often talked about fool-
ing the media and fans that he knew what he was
doing, that it actually took him years to master the
Steelers buck.

Is it that complex?
“Yeah, it’s a complex position,” said Bush. “In

that position you’re in the heat of everything.
You’ve got to be able to play the run; you’ve got to
be able to play the pass; be able to do the signals;
be the quarterback. You’ve got to be everything
that everybody asks of you. You’ve got to cover,
hit, play the run. You’ve got to do everything and
that’s probably the aspect he’s talking about.”

“I don’t think he’ll be overwhelmed, because he
was raised right,” said Olsavsky. “His family is
good, his dad played, he’s been around guys his
whole life, he played at Michigan, his godfather is
Derrick Brooks. When you’re exposed to that envi-
ronment, a great environment with a great family
and a dad who loves to play football and teaches
you how to play football, you love it. That’s really
what you see, so I don’t think he’s overly anxious.
He’s just waiting to get his chance.”
Olsavsky provided an early analysis of Bush:

“He’s a great kid. He’s intelligent. He needs to be
a little louder but that’ll come. He knows what he’s
doing. And he can run.”

Bush once said that his Super Bowl champion
father had pushed him too far, and that he had con-
sidered quitting the game long ago. But Olsavsky
is convinced that Devin Jr. loves the game, and
provided a few subtle examples.
“There are just little comments in the linebacker

room, like, ‘Oh, yeah, I want to take him out,’ ”
Olsavsky said. “Those things, you hear them and
you’re like, ‘That’s what I want to hear.’ You hear
that stuff and then you see in practice all the time
the different aspects. Like, he got the ball out once
today, but he’s not satisfied with just getting the
ball out. When he’s that close, he wants to get the
ball totally. I just think he’s great to coach.
“I’m lucky,” Olsavsky added. “I’ve got three

guys with quality starts who love the game, love to
compete, so it’s a great opportunity just to be here
and steer them in the right direction. You couldn’t
ask for much more.”
Well, maybe a Super Bowl trophy. Lambert

directed a defense that delivered four to the
Steelers. Brooks delivered one to the Bucs. Devin
Bush Sr.’s other close friend, Ray Lewis, delivered
two to the Ravens. Timmons was a top reserve in
one Super Bowl, but Shazier never got his ring.
Perhaps Bush can help in that regard.

“A lot of times, a player is the sum of the parts
behind him,” Olsavsky said. “Devin obviously has a
lot of quality parts behind him. You saw that on
draft day with his family all there. And that’s what it
is, you know what I mean? Like I said, he was raised
right.”

speed in the 
back seven
Tomlin warned way back at rookie minicamp not

to get caught up in the semantics of position
names in the Steelers’ defensive back seven this
season.
And, sure enough, one can look up at any time

during practices — even during a 7-on-7 passing
drill — and see five safety types on the field at the
same time:
• There are the two starting safeties, Terrell

Edmunds and Sean Davis.
• There’s the dime linebacker, Mark Barron, who

began his pro career as a safety.
• There’s the rookie linebacker, Bush, who has

safety — even cornerback — speed and whose
father was an NFL safety.

CAMP 2019 | FROM PAGE 9
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• And there are the slot corners, Mike Hilton and
Cam Sutton, who were called safeties on draft day
when Tomlin explained why he didn’t select one
that weekend.

There’s also Marcus Allen, the strong safety who
played dime linebacker against the Chargers last
year as a rookie and who spent a lot of time there
in the spring and summer.

There’s also the defensive sleeper of the spring,
safety Kameron Kelly, and the core special-teamer,
Jordan Dangerfield, and the 6-3 cornerback, Brian
Allen, whom many fans want to see converted to
safety.

Joe Haden also falls into those fan dreams as a
potential Rod Woodson, whose field savvy allowed
him to win a ring as a safety in his post-
Steelers/cornerback days.

“You find ways to make your defense faster,”
Hilton explained. “We’ve got a lot of guys who can
run and cover and aren’t afraid of playing in the box
and making tackles. We feel like if you have a good
amount of those guys on the field, you’ll be able to
blitz, work in and out of coverages, just do a lot of
different things. We’ve got guys who can cover
tight ends, guys who can cover slots. You’ve got
guys who can do a lot out there at the same time.”

The Steelers need to get much faster back there
this season, after the defense posted the second-
worst QB passer rating allowed (95.2) in team his-
tory. Only the 2014 defense yielded a worse pass-
er rating (98.3).

But the change began late last season, and
against the master, Tom Brady, who posted his
fourth-worst passer rating in 14 career games
against the Steelers (89.9) in the Steelers’ 17-10
win. It was the last game the champion Patriots
lost.

“We had moments where we had him con-
fused,” Hilton said. “We had different guys rolling
down in different places, blitzing here and there.
When guys are all moving at the same time, it’s
hard to see what coverage we’re in.”

It was the second game back for injury-plagued
dime linebacker/converted safety Morgan Burnett,
and Burnett’s comfort level clearly grew as the sec-
ondary finished with a three-game cumulative pass-
er rating of 82.9 against Brady, Drew Brees and Jeff
Driskel.

The Steelers broke up 16 passes in those three
games, their best such stretch since breaking up 21
in their first three games of the season.

After the season, Burnett admitted he didn’t like

playing linebacker, so the Steelers released him
and brought in a safety — Barron — who did.

Drafting the ultra-quick Bush and bolstering the
right cornerback spot with Steven Nelson should
also help the pass defense, as will speedy outside
linebackers T.J. Watt and Bud Dupree.

“We’ve got different guys coming in and other
guys with another year in the system, so it’s hard to
tell how we’re going to turn out this year,” Hilton
said. “But I like the steps we’re taking.”

Edmunds is one of those who’ll have another
year — a second year — of experience.

“He’s a lot more confident. He’s a lot more vocal
on the back end,” Hilton said of the 2018 first-
round pick. “It really looks like the game is slowing
down for him.”

Hilton’s impression of Nelson was succinct and
important: “He’s a ballhawk,” Hilton said of a cor-
nerback who intercepted four passes last season —
or half of the Steelers’ meager total.

And Hilton’s overall impression is of a defense
that has the athleticism to swarm that meager total
and render it to the dustbin of history.

“We’ve got a lot of guys who can really fly
around and make plays,” he said. “There are guys
who can cover, cover ground and make plays on
the ball. It’s just a lot more speed and athleticism
out there.”

replacing 
104-1,297-15

Should we stick to numbers when we look back
at the career of number 84?

Of course not. His name is Antonio Brown. And
he’s gone. But what we don’t have to review is why
he left and the rest of that ugly chapter, and so we
just move on.

To whom?
Well, JuJu Smith-Schuster is the new No. 1 wide

receiver, but we knew that last year when he
played like one. He reported to training camp this
summer looking like one again. He might even be

See CAMP 2019, page 13

    

The Steelers should have plenty of speed in the back seven
of the defense thanks to the likes of (from left) Mark Barron,
Terrell Edmunds, Marcus Allen and Joe Haden.
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faster and more physical as he showed throughout
an impressive first week of practice.

We also saw the progress made late last season
by Washington, whose duties became less fuzzy
when Ben Roethlisberger surprised him with a sit-
down meeting that provided Washington with
some needed clarity. Washington is now expected
to play like a typical second-round receiver who’s
been chosen by the Steelers.

Those two, and slot receivers Eli Rogers and
Ryan Switzer, are the known commodities, but
there are two newcomers who qualify as legitimate
X factors this season:

• Diontae Johnson is a rookie third-rounder, and
he was a bit of a surprise at that, since he wasn’t
big (5-10, 183), he wasn’t extraordinarily fast (4.53),
and he wasn’t — out of Toledo — from a big
power-5 program.

Sound a bit like Brown?
A bit.
“There’s no doubt he can play,” said offensive

coordinator Randy Fichtner. “The thing about hav-
ing a past here, I know the day that AB got here; I
know the day Emmanuel (Sanders) got here; I know
the workout Mike Wallace had. I was at all of their
pro days. I watched them then, I saw them in the
draft, I saw them when they got here day one, and
I saw what they were when they left. And the truth
with every single one of them is that it never really
lights up like you want at that position in Game 1.
Or if they are playing, they’re not playing like a 1,
2, or 3, more like a 3.5 or 4. But you have to play.
The more Diontae plays and the more time he
spends with our strength coach and adds that nat-
ural 10 pounds of strength, he’ll come in just like
some of those guys.”

Of the three receivers Fichtner mentioned,
Johnson compares best, at least physically, to
Brown, who came out of a MAC school at 5-10, 186
with a 4.48 40.

“Now in no way am I ever comparing them,”
Fichtner said. “I’m just using experiences. And the
experience is that AB wasn’t quite ready to be in
our receivers mix full time, and yet he returned a
kickoff against the Tennessee Titans early in his
career, and then he was good on punt returns, and
then he did a lot of nice things, and then in game
10, 11 or 13, he started making some plays as a
receiver, and then he catches this ball against his
helmet and puts us in the Super Bowl. From there
he became Antonio Brown. So I’m not under the

See CAMP 2019, page 14

CAMP 2019 | FROM PAGE 11

Wide receiver JuJu Smith-Schuster looks
ready to pick up where he left off last
season.
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illusion that 18 (Johnson) has to go out there in
Game 1 and whup Stephen Gilmore. We’ve got
veteran guys. We’ve got more guys. But we might
have to suck up three or four plays in a game where
we go, ‘Oh, man, here’s a rookie.’ But there’ll be a
point where it’s going to click and everything’s
going to be there — the physical part, the mental
part — and then all of the sudden I think you’re
going to see the talent just flow and he’s not going
to be unlike any of those others. The good problem
would be several years from now we’ll be trying to
figure out how we’re going to keep him. That’s
how I feel about him, because I really feel that he’s
got really good talent.”
“It’s coming,” Johnson said after the first week

of training camp. “I’ve been able to get my legs up
under me with these pads on, and every day my
wind is picking up. Getting my wind, that’s my main
focus.”
That and learning the playbook, which he says

will make his play even smoother.
Fichtner went deep to describe how smooth a

receiver Johnson already is.
“When the ball is in the air, he’s not a drifter,”

Fichtner said. “He’s always shaving toward the
football, and when you shave to the football natu-
rally, like Santonio Holmes, AB, Hines, that means
you’re extremely confident in your ability to snatch
the football, because it’s getting you closer to that
ball quicker, with extension. And not only did we
buy a half a yard with the DB, but if I’m an exten-
sion catcher I’ve gained another yard, OK? So he
does that naturally.
“I know separation is tough. And that’s where

that strength comes into play and that’s where that
toughness comes into play and you’ve gotta be
strong. I would love if we could fast-forward a year
of him with (strength coach) Garrett Giemont. I
would say, whoa, OK. Now we have a player.” 
• The Steelers already might have that player in

Donte Moncrief, the more experienced newcomer,
or X factor, upon whom the Steelers passing
offense will rely.
Moncrief signed with the Steelers last March as

a free agent, but first he tested the waters with his
old college teammate, Hilton. 
Moncrief called Hilton to say he was trying to

decide whether to sign with the Steelers or the
Baltimore Ravens. Said Hilton: “Don’t call me back
unless you’re coming here.”
And so, Moncrief called him back.
“When I called him back,” said Moncrief, “I said

I was coming, and he was like, ‘I knew you were
coming. You wanna play with Ben.’ ”
Hilton believed from day one that Moncrief was

the perfect receiver for Roethlisberger because,
“He’s a big guy who can get downfield. He can run
the whole route tree, makes a lot of contested

catches. Him and Ben’s connection is going to be
strong this year. He’s a guy Big Ben is really gonna
love.”
“I do,” Roethlisberger said, using words men

utter only when they believe they’re absolutely cor-
rect. 
“Someone asked me earlier what was the one

exciting new thing here, and I mentioned him.
One, because while he’s new he’s not a rookie, a
young guy, he’s been in the league. We’ve played
against him. I’ve seen what he can do on the field.
But he comes in here and, unlike a guy that comes
in at the end of camp, right after preseason, like
Vance (McDonald) and Switz (Ryan Switzer), we’ve
had an offseason to work and so we’re able to get
to know each other, we’re able to get to work
together. And he’s in that meeting room. Every
time I walk by he’s in there with Coach (Darryl)
Drake meeting, and so he’s putting the effort in
mentally and it’s showing on the field. I’ll call
something and look at him and go, ‘Crief, you
good?’ And he’s like, ‘Yeah.’ There are no ques-
tions. To me it just shows a desire and want-to to
be great.”

Greatness was predicted for Moncrief by many
when he was at Ole Miss, and in three seasons
there the 6-2, 221-pounder with 4.40 speed caught
156 passes at 15.2 yards per catch.
The Indianapolis Colts selected Moncrief in the

third round of the 2014 draft as a 20-year-old. His
breakout came in the eighth game of his rookie
season. It was against the Steelers and Moncrief
scored his first touchdown, a 31-yarder, during a
seven-catch, 113-yard game. His quarterback that
day was Andrew Luck, but the next four times he
played the Steelers — once each year — Moncrief
didn’t have another game like the first. He did
catch two more touchdown passes (5 and 60 yards)
but couldn’t put much more together with quarter-
backs Matt Hasselbeck, Scott Tolzien, Jacoby
Brissett and Blake Bortles.
In five seasons with the Colts and Jacksonville

Jaguars, Moncrief caught 200 passes for 2,543
yards (12.7 average) and 21 touchdowns, but he
played only 31 of his 69 games with Luck at quar-
terback. Most like to believe he’s yet to live up to
his potential because of those other quarterbacks.
“No, I haven’t lived up to my potential,”

CAMP 2019 | FROM PAGE 13

James Washington should be a key part of what has the makings of a very good wide receiver group.
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Moncrief said. “And that’s a good thing, because I
know that I can.

“I know what I’ve got to work on,” he added.
“Small things like attacking the ball better, working
releases and picking up the ball better. Other than
that, everything is pretty good. But I know I can be
better.”

Roethlisberger, of course, loves a big-bodied
receiver with downfield speed, but he’s been sur-
prised by Moncrief’s understanding of the game.

“He always knows what the play is,”
Roethlisberger said. “Of course, he also makes
plays. There are times I’ll throw a ball and I’m like,
‘Ahhh, shoot!’ but he’ll make the play. And I’m like,
‘OK.’ He made two plays today that were indicators
that he’s hearing what I’m saying, like, ‘As soon as
your head comes around, that ball might be
halfway there,’ and he’s plucking it, making plays.
He gets it. I’m genuinely excited about him, for
sure.”

And that’s a good thing.
“That’s a great thing,” Moncrief said. “I made a

good decision. I’m glad to be here. I’m ready to go
to work with these guys.”

the number 2
While Moncrief, Johnson and Washington com-

pete for the No. 2 wide receiver spot, and rookie
tight end Zach Gentry competes with Xavier
Grimble for the No. 2 tight end job, really, the only
battle for No. 2 that’s ever mattered to Steelers
fans, it seems, has been that for the backup quar-
terback job.

It’s forever been one of the favorite topics this
time of year on Pittsburgh talk radio, and this year
will be no different as Josh Dobbs attempts to hold
off last year’s third-round pick, Mason Rudolph.

Through the first week of training camp, that
didn’t seem possible as Rudolph showed up much
improved, with some saying he actually improved
his arm strength by training with QB guru Adam
Dedeaux.

Is the arm stronger? Can throwing coaches actu-
ally make that possible?

“It’s possible,” said Rudolph.
Really?
“I would say yay and nay,” said Fichtner. “I defi-

nitely think arm strength gets improved when deci-
sions get sped up and you’re confident, so then
you might see a little more zip on the ball and
things like that. 

“He has a plenty strong enough arm. He always
has. I think you’re just seeing footwork transitioning
and balls are coming out quicker. You just know

See CAMP 2019, page 16

    

A lot of focus this summer will be on the battle for the backup quarterback spot between Josh Dobbs (5) and Mason Rudolph (2).
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there’s a confidence level that lets him
just throw that ball, as opposed to, ‘Am
I right?’ And so I think now you’re see-
ing balls zipping, and it’s coming out of
his hand clean, a tighter spiral.”

One touchdown pass during the first
week of camp, to Tevin Jones, was the
perfect example of what Fichtner
meant. Jones ran a skinny post and
Rudolph didn’t question what he saw,
so when the small window opened up,
the ball was there, right in stride, prob-
ably 25 yards down the middle of the
field. And since Rudolph hit Jones run-
ning in stride, the receiver was able to
continue sprinting past cornerback
Herb Waters and then safety Jordan
Dangerfield to the end zone for a 65-
yard touchdown. Better processing
added 40 yards to the total, and
Rudolph’s per-completion yardage
jumped quite a bit.

Is that what the QB guru did?
“Just mechanically taking a look at

yourself,” was how Rudolph explained
that process. “There were another set
of eyes on you — separate from your
coaches who have a lot going on and
can’t always spend as much detailed
time on your throwing motion,
mechanics, footwork.

“I think there are always ways to
improve. I think just driving the inter-
mediary stuff for me was big. I knew I
could throw the deep ball. I’ve done
that my whole life. But I wanted to be a
lot more accurate and show a little
more velocity on the intermediary stuff,
and I think I’ve done that.”

He did it with Jones. But what does
the receiver who knows Rudolph better than any
other, Washington, Rudolph’s primary receiver at
Oklahoma State, think of the new Mason?

“He’s a lot more relaxed,” said Washington. “It
seems like when he gets in there he knows how to
talk to guys, gets guys to move around. He studies
the playbook like nobody else, so I’m not surprised
that he’s more confident and relaxed.”

What about his arm strength?
“For me it feels the same,” Washington said.

“He’s always had a strong arm.”
Rudolph’s coach is happy, too.
“I’m pleased with where he is right now,

because he’s really competing,” said Fichtner. “It’s
not easy, I don’t think, for young guys to find their
way when you know that you have a franchise start-
ing quarterback that’s here and the role ultimately
in the end is to be the best solid backup he can be

for this football team. We never address backup;
we never address any of that. When you’re in the
huddle, you’re the first guy and here we go. But
you know inside, there’s a competition for the 2
spot, but there’s not a competition for the 1 spot.
That’s somewhat hard.”

Fichtner had to deal with the dynamic of merely
backing up Roethlisberger with Charlie Batch,
Byron Leftwich and Mike Vick, among others. And
those were three quarterbacks with impressive
records as starters. But the dynamic holds for all
quarterbacks.

“There isn’t a young guy out there that ever
doesn’t think they shouldn’t be the one,” Fichtner
said. “They’ve been the one everywhere they’ve
been. Josh was a starter all those years at
Tennessee, and Mason did everything at Oklahoma
State. So, I love the drive of that and know that’s
why they’re here, because of that drive to be the

best and to want to be in the first
group in the first huddle. But, you still
have to navigate certain things.”
At least in training camp and presea-

son, there exists the competition to
become the No. 2 and at least dress for
games.
To that end, how does Rudolph feel

about his performance at training
camp?
“Great,” he said. “I think I’ve been

doing well. I think I’ve been productive
and I think I’m going to be a lot more
comfortable going into the first presea-
son game with communication with
receivers, bringing the young guys
along, communicating. And our offen-
sive line, the young guys there are
doing well and Coach (Shaun) Sarrett is
doing a great job. It’s going to be fun
to play.”

mvp 
candidates
It’s a team sport and it makes little

sense to blame one player for the
Steelers missing the playoffs by half a
game — BUT — if forced to do so, it
would be the kicker, Chris Boswell.
He missed 12 kicks last season (7

field goals and 5 extra points) and three of the
biggest kicks were considered automatic not too
long ago when it could be argued Boswell was the
best kicker in the NFL. But he missed a 42-yarder in
overtime of the tie in Cleveland, and also 39- and
40-yarders in the three-point loss at Oakland.

Make one of those, perhaps Brown is still with
the team, perhaps there’s another Lombardi in the
case.

As a wise man once said, “ipso facto,” or, that if
Boswell can be blamed for missing the playoffs last
season, he can also line up for MVP consideration
this season with a reversal back to form. One of his
closest teammates believes that’s probable.

“Boz is killing the ball,” long-snapper Kameron
Canaday said during the first week of training
camp. “I think he’s already back to his new old
self.”

CAMP 2019 | FROM PAGE 15

The Steelers will be looking for linebacker T.J.
Watt to continue his playmaking ways.
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And that would make Boswell a rather unique
MVP candidate.

But if we were going old school for an MVP
candidate, in Pittsburgh that means defense,
and on defense one young player already has
provided a glimpse of what an MVP season
looks like.

Former Steelers cornerback Bryant McFadden,
at St. Vincent College for CBS Sports, didn’t need
any hints in taking his guess.

“T.J. Watt,” he said. “If he’s healthy, man, I can
easily see at least 14-15 sacks. What did he have,
13, last year? Khalil Mack had 12.5 and you know
Mack is an MVP-caliber player.

“Now, granted,” McFadden added, “Mack got
all of the recognition last year for a number of rea-
sons, but T.J. Watt’s numbers were better than
Khalil Mack’s. That’s something that’s kind of gone
unnoticed, how well he played. He had a breakout

year last year that no one is talking about. Go
ahead and look at the stats.”

OK, here they are:
• Mack 14 games, 12.5 sacks, 37 solo tackles, 18

QB hits, 4 passes defensed, 9 turnovers.
• Watt 16 games, 13.0 sacks, 50 solo tackles, 21

QB hits, 3 passes defensed, 6 turnovers.
And it’s not like the insanely driven Watt is going

to lose any focus going into his third season.
“Oh, no question,” McFadden said. “He just

makes everybody else better, and hopefully his
success will trickle down throughout the front and
to his counterpart Bud Dupree. If they get both of
those guys screaming off the edge, they’ll be in
great shape.”

Pass rushing has been the least of the Steelers’
concerns the last two seasons, when they’ve com-
piled 108 sacks combined to lead the NFL.

But a deep playoff run, combined with Watt’s

continued improvement, could bring that
Defensive Player of the Year trophy back to
Pittsburgh.

“I think my game is evolving and so am I, as a
person and as a leader,” said Watt. “I think you just
have to realize who you are in the moment. My
rookie year I just understood that I was just going
to come in and be a workhorse, just really kind of
keep my head down and keep to myself and just try
to not mess up. Second year you go out and you
can take some more chances, and hopefully this
year will be a bigger leadership role and I can take
a lot more chances and bring some splash to the
defense.”

It’s a defense that could use some splash in a
town that could use a revival of its defense. It’s
what built this franchise, or at least built its winning
tradition. It’s what needs to return for a successful
2019 season.
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QUARTERBACKS
NO. NAME HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE

2 Mason Rudolph 6-5 235 1 Oklahoma State
5 Joshua Dobbs 6-3 216 2 Tennessee
6 Devlin Hodges 6-1 210 R Samford
7 Ben Roethlisberger 6-5 240 16 Miami (Ohio)

RUNNING BACKS
24 Benny Snell Jr. 5-10 224 R Kentucky
30 James Conner 6-1 233 3 Pittsburgh
33 Trey Edmunds 6-2 223 3 Maryland
35 Trayvon McMillan 6-0 209 R Colorado
38 Jaylen Samuels 6-0 225 2 N.C. State
39 Malik Williams 6-3 221 1 Louisville
40 Ralph Webb 5-10 200 1 Vanderbilt
45 Roosevelt Nix 5-11 248 5 Kent State

WIDE RECEIVERS
10 Ryan Switzer 5-8 185 3 North Carolina
11 Donte Moncrief 6-2 216 6 Mississippi
13 James Washington 5-11 213 2 Oklahoma State
14 Tevin Jones 6-2 225 1 Memphis
15 Trey Griffey 6-3 192 1 Arizona
17 Eli Rogers 5-10 187 4 Louisville
18 Diontae Johnson 5-10 183 R Toledo
19 JuJu Smith-Schuster 6-1 215 3 USC
80 Johnny Holton 6-3 190 4 Cincinnati
82 Diontae Spencer 5-8 163 1 McNeese State

TIGHT ENDS
49 C. Scotland-Williamson 6-9 274 1 Longhborough Univ.
81 Zach Gentry 6-8 265 R Michigan
85 Xavier Grimble 6-4 261 4 USC
87 Kevin Rader 6-4 250 1 Youngstown State
88 Trevor Wood 6-6 265 R Texas A&M
89 Vance McDonald 6-4 267 7 Rice

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN
53 Maurkice Pouncey 6-4 304 10 Florida
60 J.C. Hassenauer 6-2 295 R Alabama
62 Patrick Morris 6-3 300 1 TCU
64 Damian Prince 6-3 320 R Maryland
65 Jerald Hawkins 6-6 305 2 LSU
66 David DeCastro 6-5 316 8 Stanford
67 B.J. Finney 6-4 318 4 Kansas State
68 Garrett Brumfield 6-4 302 R LSU
71 Matt Feiler 6-6 330 3 Bloomsburg (Pa.)
72 Zach Banner 6-8 360 2 USC
73 Ramon Foster 6-5 328 11 Tennessee
74 Fred Johnson 6-7 326 R Florida
76 Chukwuma Okorafor 6-6 320 2 Western Michigan
77 Derwin Gray 6-4 320 R Maryland
78 Alejandro Villanueva 6-9 320 5 Army

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN
NO. NAME HT. WT. EXP. COLLEGE
61 Conor Sheehy 6-4 295 1 Wisconsin
64 Winston Craig 6-4 291 1 Richmond
65 Greg Gilmore 6-4 311 R LSU
72 Henry Mondeaux 6-4 280 1 Oregon
74 Casey Sayles 6-3 289 1 Ohio University
79 Javon Hargrave 6-2 305 4 South Carolina State
91 Stephon Tuitt 6-6 303 6 Notre Dame
93 Daniel McCullers 6-7 352 6 Tennessee
94 Tyson Alualu 6-3 304 10 California
95 Lavon Hooks 6-3 312 1 Mississippi
96 Isaiah Buggs 6-3 295 R Alabama
97 Cameron Heyward 6-5 295 9 Ohio State

LINEBACKERS
26 Mark Barron 6-2 230 8 Alabama
40 JT Jones 6-3 245 1 Miami (Ohio)
42 Sutton Smith 6-0 233 R Northern Illinois
44 Tyler Matakevich 6-1 235 4 Temple
46 Tegray Scales 6-0 227 1 Indiana
48 Bud Dupree 6-4 269 5 Kentucky
49 Robert Spillane 6-1 229 R Western Michigan
51 Tuzar Skipper 6-3 246 R Toledo
54 Ulysees Gilbert III 6-0 230 R Akron
55 Devin Bush 5-11 234 R Michigan
56 Anthony Chickillo 6-3 255 5 Miami (Fla.)
90 T.J. Watt 6-4 252 3 Wisconsin
92 Olasunkanmi Adeniyi 6-1 248 1 Toledo
98 Vince Williams 6-1 233 7 Florida State

DEFENSIVE BACKS
20 Cameron Sutton 5-11 188 3 Tennessee
21 Sean Davis 6-1 202 4 Maryland
22 Steve Nelson 5-11 194 5 Oregon State
23 Joe Haden 5-11 195 10 Florida
24 P.J. Locke III 5-10 202 R Texas
25 Artie Burns 6-0 197 4 Miami (Fla.)
27 Marcus Allen 6-2 215 2 Penn State
28 Mike Hilton 5-9 184 3 Mississippi
29 Brian Allen 6-3 215 3 Utah
31 Justin Layne 6-2 192 R Michigan State
33 Alexander Myres 5-11 192 R Houston
34 Terrell Edmunds 6-1 217 2 Virginia Tech
35 Herb Waters 6-2 194 1 Miami (Fla.)
37 Jordan Dangerfield 5-11 199 3 Towson
38 Kameron Kelly 6-2 205 1 San Diego State
39 Marcelis Branch 5-11 180 1 Robert Morris
41 Dravon Askew-Henry 6-0 202 R West Virginia

SPECIALISTS
4 P Jordan Berry 6-5 195 5 Eastern Kentucky
8 P Ian Berryman 6-0 200 R Western Carolina
9 K Chris Boswell 6-2 185 5 Rice
16 K Matthew Wright 6-0 179 R Central Florida
57 LS Kameron Canaday 6-4 245 4 Portland State

RESERVE/PUP
50 LB Ryan Shazier 6-1 230 5 Ohio State
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By TERESA VARLEY
Assistant Editor

LATROBE, Pa. — When you think about the his-
tory of Steelers football, there are names that
undoubtedly come to mind.

And for good reason.
They are the names of the legends. The ones

who made the organization and the team what it is
today.

And that is why four more individuals, four leg-
ends in Steelers history, will make up the third class
of the team’s Hall of Honor, which recently was
revealed at a press conference at Saint Vincent
College.

The Steelers legends who will be inducted into
the Hall of Honor for 2019 are Larry Brown, Bill
Cowher, Elbie Nickel and Hines Ward.

The team introduced the Hall of Honor in 2017,
and it was an idea that came from Steelers
President Art Rooney II, along with late Chairman
Dan Rooney. The Hall of Honor was established to
recognize former players, coaches, and front office
personnel who played an integral role in the suc-
cess of the franchise, from the beginning in 1933
until now. To be considered, a player must be
retired at least three years and played a minimum
of three seasons for the Steelers. Former coaches
and contributors had to make significant contribu-
tions to the team and community.

Brown was an integral member of the Steelers’
four Super Bowl teams of the 1970s. A fifth-round
draft pick in 1971, Brown easily can be considered
one of the most underrated players in team histo-
ry. When you think of the teams of the ’70s, you
think of names like Lambert, Harris, Bradshaw and
the litany of Hall of Famers. But when late Coach
Chuck Noll once was asked of all the great players
who were a part of those Super Bowl teams
deserved to be in the Hall of Fame too, his answer
came fast — Larry Brown.

Brown started his career at tight end and caught
a game-clinching touchdown pass from Terry
Bradshaw to secure a win in Super Bowl IX. He later
made the switch to tackle, where he blocked for
Franco Harris and made an impact that was tough
to measure.

“It’s a great honor,” said Brown. “I certainly feel
appreciated. It was unexpected. To be recognized
with so many great players and teammates is very
humbling. I think all players know when you play, so
many who worked hard, toiled and are dedicated
don’t get recognized. When you get recognized
it’s quite an honor.

“When I got the call from Art, I sat there and was
reflective and thought about it for a minute. I am
still processing it. It’s greatly appreciated.”

Cowher was the Steelers head coach from 1992-

2006, leading the team to victory in Super Bowl XL.
In his 15 seasons he guided the team to eight divi-
sion titles and his teams played in six AFC
Championship Games and two Super Bowls, losing
in Super Bowl XXX to the Dallas Cowboys.

“To be inducted into the Hall of Honor is a true
honor,” said Cowher. “The Steelers organization
and the tradition is recognized as one of the best in
the NFL. Football is the ultimate team sport. My 15
years was the collaborative work of players, coach-
es and support staff. Having grown up in Crafton,
just four miles from Heinz Field, this is very special
to me. I am truly humbled.

“I was blessed to play a small role in the Steelers
tradition. To be recognized with those in the Hall of
Honor, it’s humbling. It all starts at the top with the
Rooney Family. To be recognized for making the
contributions I did, along with the others who are
part of the Hall of Honor, it really is humbling.
Particularly when you grow up in Pittsburgh and
know what the Steelers mean to the city. To me, as
a little boy growing up watching the Steelers, this
means a lot to me. It’s special.

“When you talk about tradition, and organiza-
tions, the Steelers are one of the best in the NFL.
The longevity of the ownership. As a kid growing
up watching the likes of Franco Harris, Jack

Lambert, Joe Greene and Chuck Noll. It was a steel
town and Noll identified with that. As a kid you
were proud to say you were from Pittsburgh. You
can take people out of Pittsburgh but you will
never take the Pittsburgh out of people.”

Known for his fiery style, and of course the chin,
Cowher brought energy and enthusiasm every time
he was on the sidelines and was respected by those
who played for him.

“Bill Cowher, he continually challenged me
throughout my career,” said Hall of Fame running
back Jerome Bettis, a member of the Hall of Honor.
“He is the guy that kept me going and always kept
me motivated when things were up and down.”

Nickel was one of the Steelers’ early legends. He
was drafted in 1947 in the 17th round and played
11 seasons for the black and gold. The former tight
end had 329 career receptions and was named a
member of the Steelers 75th Anniversary All-Time
Team.

Nickel, a three-time Pro Bowl selection, served
in the Army during World War II. He passed away
in 2007 at the age of 84.

Ward played 14 seasons for the Steelers, after

The 2019 Hall of Honor class

See CLASS, page 20

Art Rooney II shares a moment with one of the new members of the Hall of Honor, former Steelers tight end and offensive tackle
Larry Brown. Digest Photo/REBECCA MEHLING
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being selected in the third round of the 1998 NFL
draft. He played on two Super Bowl teams and was
the MVP of Super Bowl XL. He had 1,000 career
receptions for 12,083 yards and 85 touchdowns.
His versatility always was on display, with his block-
ing ability a shining example of that.

Ward was an inspiration to many, someone who
did his job with a smile always on his face, whether
he just caught a touchdown pass or was making a
punishing block to help one of his running backs
get a few more yards.

“Hines Ward was my mentor,” said Santonio
Holmes, who followed in Ward’s footsteps when he
earned MVP honors in Super Bowl XLIII. “He was
the leader of our organization when I played with
him. He took me under his wing, showed me how
to be a professional, what things to look for on and
off the field, how to carry myself, also in the locker
room, how to be a good teammate.”

The 2019 Steelers Hall of Honor Induction cere-
mony will be Sunday, Sept. 29, in the PNC
Champions Club at Heinz Field, the weekend the
Steelers host the Cincinnati Bengals. Members of
the Hall of Honor class will be presented with a
steel football, a replica of one presented to Art
Rooney Sr. by the U.S. Steel Corporation at the
team’s 50th Season celebration.

CLASS | FROM PAGE 19

Former Steelers running back Merril Hoge
was the emcee when the Hall of Honor Class
of 2019 was announced at a recent press
conference at Saint Vincent College.

Digest Photo/REBECCA MEHLING
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LATROBE, Pa. — It’s still very much a process
dominated by “when” rather than “if.”

The Steelers announced their Hall of Honor
Class of 2019 on July 27 at the Rogers Center on
the campus of Saint Vincent College, and there
should be little argument that Larry Brown, Bill
Cowher, Elbie Nickel and Hines Ward all are
deserving of inclusion. That meant the primary
work of the committee came down to deciding
whether this was their time.

One of the NFL’s storied franchises, the Steelers
will be entering their 87th season, and as evidence
of their status only the Chicago Bears and the
Green Bay Packers have had more members
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame than
the Steelers’ 23. The addition of these four worthy
candidates raises the number of Steelers recog-
nized in the Hall of Honor to 36.

What follows is a breakdown of the careers of
each of the four new members of the Hall of Honor:

LARRYBROWN
(1971-84)

It can be viewed as a commentary of what Chuck
Noll valued in the kinds of players he wanted at
both positions. At tight end, Noll wanted players
who were physical and willing blockers, and at
offensive tackle he wanted players who were ath-
letic enough and could move well enough to exe-
cute the trap-blocking scheme that was a staple of
the Steelers running game.

Larry Brown gave Noll what he wanted at both
positions, and Brown did it so well for so long that
both Noll and Jack Ham named him when asked to
identify the most underrated player from those four
Super Bowl teams from the 1970s.

After being a fifth-round pick out of Kansas in
1971, Brown played 14 seasons with the Steelers,
the first seven at tight end and the last seven as a
right tackle. Franco Harris ran for 1,000 yards in
four of Brown’s seven seasons as the right tackle,
and was 13 yards short of 1,000 in a fifth.

In Super Bowl IX, after spending most of the
game helping Harris rush for a then-record 158
yards on 34 carries (4.6 average) to go along with
the game’s first touchdown, Brown caught a 4-yard
bullet from Terry Bradshaw in the end zone for the
touchdown that gave the Steelers some breathing
room in the form of a 16-6 lead with 3:31 remain-
ing in the game.

See INSIGHT, page 22

Hall of Honor INSIGHT
By BOB LABRIOLA | Editor
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Then in Super Bowl XIV, the play of the Steelers
tackles (Brown and Jon Kolb) vs. Los Angeles Rams
defensive ends (Fred Dryer and Jack Youngblood)
was a critical part of Pittsburgh’s come-from-
behind win in that game. The only men in franchise
history to play more seasons with the team than
Brown’s 14 are Mike Webster and Ben
Roethlisberger, both at 15, and Brown appeared in
167 career regular season games, with 121 of those
being starts. Brown was voted to the Pro Bowl in
1982.

BILLCOWHER
(1992-2006)

Of course, he is remembered as the coach who
followed Chuck Noll, as the born-and-raised within
a 10-minute drive from Three Rivers Stadium who
went on to coach his hometown team, as the man
who coached the Steelers to their fifth Super Bowl
championship, and as the quintessential Pittsburgh
guy who wore his emotions on his sleeve. But Bill
Cowher also contributed something else of signifi-
cance to Western Pennsylvania and the rabid
sports fans who live there.

He brought the excitement of NFL playoff foot-
ball back to Pittsburgh. And on a regular basis.

During Cowher’s inaugural season of 1992, the
Steelers posted an 11-5 record and won the AFC
Central Division while earning the conference’s top
seed for the playoffs, which meant a postseason
game in Pittsburgh for the first time since the
strike-shortened season of 1982. Starting with
1992, playoff games at home became a rather reg-
ular occurrence.

On Jan. 21, 1992, Cowher became the 15th
coach in Steelers history when he was hired to
replace Noll, and he became just the second man
to hold that job since the 1970 NFL-AFL merger.
Dan Rooney’s search for Noll’s successor came
down to two finalists, but he selected Cowher
over Dave Wannstedt, a decision that was validat-
ed almost instantly, and then for seasons to
come.

In Cowher’s 15 seasons as coach, the Steelers
won eight division titles, made the playoffs 10
times, participating in 21 playoff games. Those 21
playoff games included six appearances in AFC
Championship Games and two trips to the Super
Bowl, in which the Steelers were 1-1.

And of those 21 playoff games, 13 were played
in Pittsburgh, six were road games, and the two
Super Bowls were at neutral sites.

Cowher finished his career as one of only six
coaches in NFL history with at least seven division
titles, and he joined Paul Brown as the only coach-
es in history to take their teams to the playoffs in
each of their first six years as coach.

INSIGHT | FROM PAGE 21
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ELBIENICKEL
(1947-57)

Visitors to the UPMC Rooney Sports Complex at
first might not even notice it, hanging as it does on
a wall high above the staircase that takes people
from the first to the second floor. And while not as
eye-catching or as recognizable as those six
Lombardi Trophies lined up all in a row, it, too, is a
part of the Pittsburgh Steelers’ rich history.

At first glance, it looks like a modern-art version
of a football play, with the X’s and O’s recreated on
fabric, and this hand-made stitchery by Sally
Anderson that was presented to the Pittsburgh
Steelers upon their entry into Three Rivers Stadium
in 1970 was so valued by Dan Rooney that it has
occupied a place of honor at Three Rivers Stadium
and then the UPMC Rooney Sports Complex for 49
years. With Elbie Nickel announced as part of the
four-member Hall of Honor Class of 2019, there is
a little extra meaning attached to the play depict-
ed in Sally Anderson’s artistry.

At the end of its 1953 season, the National
Football League crowned the Detroit Lions as its
champions. The Pittsburgh Steelers finished that
season at 6-6, and they had defeated the New York
Giants twice, the Green Bay Packers once and had
played the Eastern Conference champion
Cleveland Browns tough at home before losing by
four points. As a result, there was plenty of opti-
mism in Pittsburgh for the 1954 pro football sea-
son.

The Steelers’ first four games of 1954 included a
one-point win in Green Bay and the franchise’s
first-ever win over the Cleveland Browns that drew
a record 39,075 fans to Forbes Field. Next up for
the 3-1 Steelers was a rematch against the Eagles,
who were bringing their league-best 4-0 record to
Forbes Field for a Saturday night game.

The Steelers held a 3-0 lead at halftime, and
there seemed to be more blood on the field than
there were points on the scoreboard. The second
half offered more of the same until Pittsburgh
faced a fourth-and-1 from the Philadelphia 40-yard
line.

When Coach Walt Kielsing decided to go for the
first down and sent fullback Jim “Popcorn” Brandt
onto the field, the Eagles defense crowded the line
of scrimmage. These teams looked to be preparing
for war over this 1 yard of Forbes Field turf.

But the Steelers fooled everybody. Quarterback
Jim Finks faked a handoff to Brandt, and that
allowed Elbie Nickel to slip behind the secondary.
Finks threw the ball to Nickel, who raced 40 yards
for a touchdown and a 10-0 Steelers lead.

See INSIGHT, page 25
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The momentum from the play carried the
Steelers to a 17-7 win that day and they ended the
day tied with the Eagles and New York Giants for
first place in the Eastern Conference. The 1954
Steelers couldn’t maintain the momentum from
that 4-1 start, but that play against the Eagles
cemented Nickel’s status as a bona fide star of his
time and is memorialized to this day.

Drafted in the 15th round in 1947, Nickel fin-
ished his career with 329 receptions for 5,131
yards, both of which still are seventh on the team’s
all-time receiving lists. He also hauled in 37 career
touchdowns, which is the eighth-highest total in
team history.

Nickel led the NFL in yards per catch with a 24.3
average in 1949, but his best season was in 1952
when he posted 55 receptions for 884 yards and
nine touchdowns, all of which were Steelers records
at the time. In that 1952 season, the Steelers as a
team completed 167 passes for 2,504 yards and 21
touchdowns, which means Nickel caught 32.9 per-
cent of the passes for 35 percent of the receiving
yards for 42.9 percent of the receiving touchdowns.

Nickel finished in the top 10 in the NFL in recep-
tions in both 1952 (second) and 1953 (third); in the
top 10 in the NFL in receiving yards in 1949
(eighth), 1952 (sixth), and 1953 (seventh); and in
the top 10 in the NFL in receiving touchdowns in
1952 (fourth) and 1956 (seventh).

The position Nickel played so well for so long
might not have been called tight end during his
era, but he still played tight end better than any-
body in Steelers history not named Heath Miller.

HINESWARD
(1998-2011)

More than the perpetual smile inside the helmet,
more than the molar-rattling blocks he inflicted on
defensive players, more than the contributions he
made in Super Bowl XL that ended with him being
voted the game’s MVP, even more than the numbers
he posted and the place those numbers have
allowed him to hold on the team’s all-time lists, this is
what defined Hines Ward’s career with the Steelers.

Allow Ward to explain.
“As a third-rounder (in 1998), it’s not like I came

out of college and everybody’s expectations were
high. There was a lot of questioning going on, per-
sonally, if I could play in this league. I thought I was
heading in the right direction. Then in the 2000
draft, they took Plaxico Burress and it was two
years straight that we took a receiver in the first
round. I took that as a sign of disrespect to me. The
coaches didn’t come to me and tell me I was doing
badly. I just took it as the organization not believ-
ing in me. As a young kid trying to prove myself, it
was like me against everybody.”

Me against everybody.
That was the source of the fire Ward used

throughout a career that finished with him sitting
atop the Steelers’ all-time lists in catches with
1,000; in yards with 12,083; and in receiving touch-
downs with 85. He was voted to four Pro Bowls for
his work during the regular season, and as a guy
who had another 88 receptions for 1,181 yards and
10 touchdowns in 18 playoff games, he also owns a
couple of Super Bowl rings.

Ward was a fiery and intense player, but he also
constantly wore a smile as he went about his busi-
ness, and in many ways his was the business of
being the most physically punishing receiver in

football. Some opponents called him dirty, but
Ward soon became an example for wide receivers
at every level of football.

“He was always an example that you used in col-
lege,” said Randy Fichtner, who coached at
Michigan, USC and Memphis, among others, before
joining the Steelers in 2007 and today is the team’s
offensive coordinator. “You had some guys who
wanted to be like him or someone else. It seemed
like wherever I was, we had a receiver or two who
wanted to be like him. That’s a good thing. Now that
I’ve had a chance to work with him, I would tell all
young receivers if they want to play the game and be
the best and play it at its highest level, be like Hines.”

INSIGHT | FROM PAGE 23
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From the notebook of a sportswriter who
enters August with the feeling the Pittsburgh
Steelers have not only made the right moves
on paper, but on the field as well:

• Signing Donte Moncrief and Mark
Barron made sense at the time — and they’re
coming to life on the practice field. Ask
Christian Scotland-Williamson.

• “Scotty,” the 6-9, 274-pound rugby play-
er, was making a mad dash down the sideline
with a rare reception when Barron flashed
from the middle of the field and eviscerated
him. And, of course, Barron is always in the
ear of Devin Bush, helping the rookie under-
stand the game.

• Not that Bush needs much understand-
ing — or, I should say, instinct. Yes, under-
standing the nomenclature and professional
responsibilities is something all rookies need.
But Bush showed off his natural instincts at
the July 31 practice when he displaced Ola
Adeniyi blocking down on the tackle and fit
the run gap beautifully to stop an off-tackle
run. The next groups ran the exact play but
the linebacker didn’t fill properly and was
chewed out by a coach. Bush made it look
like it wasn’t even a thing.

• I’ve watched so many veteran Steelers
over the years help rookies who were drafted
to cut into that veteran’s playing time, but I still
probe for their similar responses. Said Barron about
helping Bush: “You shouldn’t be scared to help
somebody become their best because that’s more
than likely going to push you to work harder.”

• Moncrief does the same with rookie receiver
Deiontae Johnson, and also shows up unexpected-
ly to make big catches the way Barron showed up
to take out Scotty.

• Just to throw this in, because everyone really
likes the big tight end, but Scotty not only got up
from Barron’s brutal blast and wobbled back to the
huddle, he showed up the day and got right back
on the horse.

• So the Steelers seem to have fixed both the
inside linebacker and wide receiver spots by
adding both a veteran and impressive rookie. 

• I’ve interviewed Randy Fichtner every year
since the offensive coordinator came in with Mike
Tomlin as WRs coach in 2007, and I don’t recall
Fichtner giving me as glowing a report as he did on
Johnson, of whom Fichtner said, “Several years from
now we’ll be trying to figure out how we’re going to
keep him. That’s how I feel about him, because I
really feel that he’s got really good talent.”

• Fichtner said that in the context of comparing
Johnson’s talent to that of Santonio Holmes,
Antonio Brown, Emmanuel Sanders and Mike
Wallace, with the caveat that Johnson has yet to
“work his (butt) off” over an extended period of
time the way those players did to develop their
immense rookie skills. So stay tuned.

• The other troublesome position has been right
cornerback, and the Steelers addressed that with
Steven Nelson, who’ll no doubt provide stability as
the No. 2 to Joe Haden. The Steelers also added a
quality rookie in third-round pick Justin Layne, but
more help can be expected from Artie Burns.

• Yes, I said it, and I can hardly believe it myself.
But Burns seems to be a different guy right now,
and not just because he’s transformed his body to
become a muscular run-stuffing corner. No, it’s his
mind that seems to have been transformed as well.
Not that he did it intentionally, but it happens
when you’ve been crushed by waves of criticism.
You stop trying to please people and realize you
have a niche that you actually do fit. I just sense
that about Burns as he becomes a needed veteran
backup. He can just focus on his job and not on
making the world happy about it and him.
• OK, so the on-the-field problems are fixed.

What about morale? While I disagree with
the assertion that the locker room turned into
a circus last season, Brown no doubt provid-
ed a dour cloud. From his traveling
entourage on the practice sideline to his
chronic pining for the ball to his deteriorating
relationship with his quarterback, Brown’s
strange demeanor hung thickly over the
team. So, there’s absolutely an addition-by-
subtraction dynamic at play. 
• And you can see a change in

Roethlisberger. It’s as if the weight of the
world has been lifted from his shoulders.
• I asked team sage Ramon Foster the

other day if he was seeing same Ben or care-
free Ben? Space limits his full and outstand-
ing response, but Foster finished by saying,
“... so, you kind of self-check a little bit, and

I think that’s what’s happened. But it’s also the
stepback of  ‘Let me just stay in-house, enjoy my
guys, because this is what’s family, and working
with these guys is what matters.’ I feel that’s what’s
happened.”
• One example occurred at the July 31 practice

during the “coming out” series. Ben faked a sneak
and rolled around right end. After Ben cleared the
line, safety Terrell Edmunds naturally did not hit his
QB, so Ben rolled on as the crowd gathered steam
with him. At midfield, Ben raised his index finger to
the sky as he continued running. JuJu joined him
from the other side as a blocking escort, and by
now the crowd was going crazy. The two high-fived
as Roethlisberger crossed the other goal line to
complete a stunning 98-yard quarterback sneak!

• This was just another warm feeling that washed
over not only the campus but a nation of Steelers
fans. Yes, things are good.

• Later in practice, Alejandro Villanueva took a
swing at Cameron Heyward as two of the most
respected leaders on the team squared off to rum-
ble. It was stopped by cooler heards, but provided
a reminder that while, yeah, this is a happy place
but I will punch you in the face if I have to because
this IS football.

Barron, Big Ben and Burns
JUST MY OPINION | JIM WEXELL

When he wasn’t busy delivering big hits in camp, veter-
an Mark Barron was trying to help out rookie first-
round pick Devin Bush as much as possible.

Digest Photo/REBECCA MEHLING
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Q. You had such a good thing going
with Antonio throughout the
years. Is that going to be a real
transition for you during this
camp?

A. It’ll be different. I mean, I think the things
we did together were some things that no one
has really ever done. I mean, Peyton (Manning)
and (Marvin Harrison), but in the last few years
that we did it, it was pretty special. So, it’s going
to be hard to make up for that. But I’ll still do my
best to bring my A game and I know that the
other guys on this team are ready to step up and
bring everything they can to the table.

Q. Did you see enough of rookie
receiver Diontae Johnson this
spring to have any expectations
for him?

A. There’s some excitement there for sure. I
think any young guy who comes in always needs
to work on conditioning. There’s no rookie who
ever comes in and is in great condition. And I
saw him run his conditioning test and I don’t
even think ... he was barely breathing. You could
tell that he really took that to heart, that he
needed to get in shape. The next thing I want to
see is how he plays and reacts with pads on. I’m
excited for him

PASSING
THOUGHTS

See BEN, page 30

Big Ben talks receivers, motivation and his skill set
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Q. Do you see any difference in JuJu
Smith-Schuster?

A. I think that he’s himself, and that’s what
makes him special. He’s still fun-loving and silly at
times, but I have seen in him, and because it’s his
third year you’ve seen some growth and maturity.
You’ve seen him accepting that leadership role,
especially in that (wide receivers) room.

Q. How can this year’s offense be bet-
ter than last year’s?

A. I have to play better. I need to always start
with myself. It starts with me because I have the ball
in my hands. I need to make sure I distribute the
ball to guys and make sure I don’t turn the ball
over. I know that the rest of the guys are excited
about what they bring to the table. I’m excited for
guys, from tight ends to running backs to receivers.
Obviously, the linemen are who they are, they’re
pretty special. It’s kind of still to be determined yet.
I think that’s the fun part; there’s still a little mystery
out there. 

Q. What do you want to see from the
receivers who are vying for the tar-
gets that are now available with
Brown gone?

A. To me, I know what they can do. I know that
they can catch. I know that they can play.  I want to
see who makes the least amount of mistakes, who

can get a subtle hand signal. Who can interpret
even visual signals? Just look to things like that.
That’s the fun part. That’s the part that I enjoy and
the part that they’ve enjoyed so far. Just seeing
how we can mesh together.

Q. Those kinds of things might not be
the things obvious to fans?

A. Probably not. Some of it might be. If you
come out here and see some big plays by guys, I
think that would be pretty neat. Things that I’m
excited for are the little subtle nuances, for sure.

Q. We didn’t see any flashy entrances
when players checked in for the
start of camp. Do you like that no-
nonsense approach?

A. I think that’s what we have to do. We missed
the playoffs last year. We need to get back there,
we need to be better and it starts with playing foot-
ball.

Q. Would you like to throw less this
year?

A. I’ll do whatever it takes to win. I spoke to the
offense last night about that. I’m the type of guy —
and you guys who have been around me and guys
on the field know — that I’d rather throw for 5
yards and win than 500 and lose. I’ll just take a win.
So, whatever we need to win football games and

make the playoffs and try and win a Super Bowl,
that’s what I’m about to do.

Q. Do you still the same excitement to
get started with a new season?

A. Yeah, probably more so. I was talking to my
wife (before coming to Latrobe) and talking to a
couple of the coaches before I came just to get
ready for it, and I’m excited for this year. I’m not
really sure why yet, other than I’m excited to be
around the guys.

Q. How would you rate your skill set as
you’re entering your 15th year in
the league?

A. I’m not quite as fast — not that I was ever
really a blazer — but I like to think my arm is just as
strong. I really spent a lot of time with my trainer,
working on my shoulders and back and things
when I’m throwing. I like to think that my arm has-
n’t dropped off and really, as you get older, you
really need to work on mobility and things like that.
A lot of stuff you can work on like short area in the
pocket type movements, so truthful, physically I
feel as good as I have. Obviously, the knees wear
down a little bit as you get older. I still feel sharp
mentally, too, so that’s important.

Q. What have you noticed about the
defense from OTAs and minicamp?

BEN | FROM PAGE 29

“I’m not quite as fast 
— not that I was ever really a
blazer — but I like to think 
my arm is just as strong.”
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A. I was excited; they were flying around. I
know we said things like that in the past, but just
to see how fast guys are moving, covering, our
secondary guys, our linebackers, our D-line. It felt
like even on a simple run play, where the way we
play and they’re coached to let the runners run so
you can get some pursuit, it felt like all 11 guys on
defense were getting to a runner, getting to a
receiver. It just feels like there is more energy over
there, and I’m excited to see that. I know they
can’t wait to get pads on, that’s the exclamation
point to a defense, so we’ll see when we get out
here and do some of these things. But I’m excited
for them, because I think it’s going to be a really
fast pace.

Q. Who do you see winning the job as
the No. 2 quarterback?

A. Well, that’s the coach’s decision. Obviously,
I look to help both guys in whatever way they ask.

Q. What do you tell the offense about
getting off to a good start? 

A. In the past seasons, we’ve either started slow
or started fast, and when you come out of the gate
fast, that even comes down to the things we do
here — being early to walk-throughs, early to
meetings, and showing love and dedication to real-
ly start fast with meetings, too. So I’m excited to
see how guys react to those comments that we’ve
all mentioned to each other, and I think that can
help transition to starting fast during the season in
terms of games.

Q. Thoughts on Coach Mike Tomlin’s
contract extension?

A. I’m happy for him. Anytime you can lock up
your boss and stay here for another year brings sta-
bility to team.

Q. Ryan Switzer talked about how
there’s 170 targets for receivers.
Would you rather spread them
around or have one guy come up
and be the focal point opposite
JuJu Smith-Schuster?

A. We’ll just let Ryan get all 170 since he
brought it up. (Laughs) My game has always been
that way anyways, to spread the ball around. Try to
get it to guys who are open, the best matchups,
things like that. I think it’ll be a combination of a lot
of guys, I really do. From tight ends to running
backs to wide receivers. (Donte) Moncrief being
the new guy here, we expect him to do a lot of
things. I’m really excited about all the guys. I think
they all can get a big chunk of that.

Q. Is the team being overlooked and
not being talked about as being
contenders as you once were?

A. Well, we didn’t make the playoffs, so it’s
probably deservedly so. We need to come out and
prove that we can be a force to be reckoned with.
That’s only going to happen on the field.

Q. Some of the criticisms you took
from ex-players during the offsea-
son, do you use that as motivation?

A. You know what, I’m only focused on guys

who are here. That’s all that really matters to
me are the guys who are here in this locker
room on this team. And that’s all I should focus
on.

Q. When it comes to motivation, how
much does winning another Super
Bowl fuel you?

A. That’s much more motivation for me than
what people say. I told the guys that I’ll be selfish
when it comes to that. I want to win Super Bowls.
That should be all of our motivation. That’s what’s
driving me right now.

   

“I told the guys that
I’ll be selfish when
it comes to that. I
want to win Super
Bowls. That should
be all of our 
motivation.”
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By BOB LABRIOLA
Editor

LATROBE, Pa. — General Manager Kevin
Colbert said the fact he did not get his contract
extended this summer along with Coach Mike
Tomlin’s is a reflection of nothing more than a per-
sonal family decision.

“I’m under contract through May 2020,” said
Colbert. “When I did my last extension, it was with
the understanding that when we got to the end of
that extension, if I was still employed, that most
likely moving forward we would approach it year to
year. That was a personal request on my part, and
I’m very grateful Art (Rooney II) was accommodat-
ing to that because that’s just where my family and
I are in our lives. We want to make those decisions
on a year-to-year basis from this point forward.”

It had been the Steelers’ history of late to
extend the contracts of both Tomlin and Colbert
when they got within two years of the end of their
current deals. Based on that timetable, both men
were due to have their contracts extended, with
NFL contracts for coaches running from season to
season and contracts for general managers running
from draft to draft.

And when that didn’t happen for Colbert in con-
junction with Tomlin this summer, questions were
asked.

“I’m appreciative that Art was accepting of (the
request to go year to year), and it hasn’t changed
anything we’re doing from a preparation stand-
point,” said Colbert. “My schedule this year is as
busy as it was in any previous year from the stand-
point of college visits, college work, college stud-
ies, games — nothing has changed along those
lines. When we’re in the meetings with the scouts,
I’m talking about things we have to do differently
next year in our meetings. So the mind-set is about
2019, but I’m not thinking about, ‘This is my last
year.’ What I am thinking about, and what we’ve
talked about is that we’ll make that decision at
some point when it’s agreeable. But right now
we’re going to focus on 2019. There’s nothing
more to it than that.”

While the absence of an extension for the gen-
eral manager this summer brought attention to the
issue, Colbert said, “This isn’t something that just
came up last week. When I did the last extension it
was done with the understanding that at the end of
this one I’d like to do year to year. That’s just where
we are in our lives. I’m 62. From a personal stand-
point, that’s where myself, my wife, and my family
are. And really, that’s all there is to it.

“I still love what I do, and as long as I still love
what I do I could see myself continuing to do it, but
we just want to do that on a year-to-year (basis).”

Operating on a year-to-year basis can sound

ominous when it pertains to an organization such as
the Steelers that prides itself on stability, but
Colbert said he’s operating on a business-as-usual
basis.

“No, (there is no succession plan) because we
haven’t thought about not being here, other than
the fact we’d like to make the decision at the appro-
priate time,” said Colbert. “It’s not like any plans
are in place. Nothing like that. Our meetings are
exactly the same as they’ve always been. My sched-
uling is exactly as involved as it’s always been.

“And whatever happens, I would never leave the
organization unprepared, is the best way to say it.
We’re doing everything as if everything is going to
continue.”

And Colbert made clear that he should be
counted among those who are extremely pleased
that Tomlin’s contract was extended just before the
start of this training camp.

“Coach Tomlin is 125-66-1. He’s 1-1 in Super
Bowls. He’s never had a losing season. Mike Tomlin
is a great NFL coach, and anybody who argues that
is not paying attention to the facts,” said Colbert.
“The facts are there, and I’m very blessed to work
with Coach Tomlin, the Rooneys, and having Mike
a part of that going forward, to me, is a no-brain-
er.”

With matters of contracts settled, Colbert was
asked about his goal for 2019.

“Win a Super Bowl.”

Colbert sheds light on status

“I still love what I do,
and as long as I still
love what I do I
could see myself
continuing to do it,
but we just want to
do that on a year-
to-year (basis).”

Digest Photo/KARL ROSER
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Regular Season Schedule

Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh 
Date: Friday, Aug. 9 | Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Site: Heinz Field | Television: KDKA
Preseason series record: Teams tied 2-2
Last preseason meeting: 1998 at Canton (Ohio);
Buccaneers 30, Steelers 6

Kansas City at Pittsburgh
Date: Saturday, Aug. 17 | Time: 7:30 p.m.
Site: Lambeau Field | Television: KDKA
Preseason series record: Chiefs lead 2-1
Last preseason meeting: 2013 at Pittsburgh;
Chiefs 26, Steelers 20

Pittsburgh at Tennessee
Date: Sunday, Aug. 25 | Time: 8 p.m.
Site: Nissan Stadium | Television: NBC
Preseason series record: Steelers lead 1-0
Last meeting: 2018 at Pittsburgh; Steelers 16,
Titans 6

Pittsburgh at Carolina
Date: Thursday, Aug. 29 | Time: 7 p.m.
Site: Bank of America Stadium | Television: KDKA
Preseason series record: Steelers lead 12-8
Last preseason meeting: 2018 at Pittsburgh;
Steelers 39, Panthers 24

Key NFL dates
Aug. 8-9 — First preseason weekend
Aug. 31 — Prior to 4 p.m. ET, clubs must reduce
roster to maximum of 53 players on the active/inac-
tive list
Sept. 1 — Claiming period for players placed on
waivers at the final roster reduction will expire at
noon ET
Sept. 5 — Regular season begins
Sept. 24 — Beginning on the Tuesday following
the third weekend of regular season games, the
claiming priority is based on the inverse order of
the standing of clubs in the current season’s
games.
Oct. 29 — All trading ends for 2019 at 4 p.m. ET
Dec. 30 — Option exercise period begins for Fifth-
Year Option for First- Round Selections from the
2017 College Draft. To exercise the option, the
club must give written notice to the player on or
after Dec. 30, 2019, but prior to May 5, 2020.
Jan. 4-5 — Wild Card Playoff Games.
Jan. 11-12 — Divisional Playoff Games.
Jan. 18 — East-West Shrine Game, Tropicana
Field, St. Petersburg, Florida
Jan. 19 — AFC and NFC Championship Games
Jan. 20 — Deadline for college players who are
underclassmen to apply for Special Eligibility. A list
of underclassmen who have been approved for
entry into the 2020 College Draft will be sent to
clubs on Jan. 24.
Jan. 25 — Senior Bowl, Ladd-Peebles Stadium,
Mobile, Alabama
Jan. 26 — NFL Pro Bowl
Feb. 2 — Super Bowl LIV, Hard Rock Stadium,
Miami, Fla.
Feb. 25 — First day for clubs to designate
Franchise or Transition Players.
Feb. 24-March 2 — Combine Timing and Testing,
Lucas Oil Stadium, Indianapolis, Indiana.
March 10 — Prior to 4 p.m. ET, deadline for clubs
to designate Franchise or Transition Players.
March 18 — The 2020 League Year and Free
Agency period begin at 4 p.m. ET
March 29-April 1 — Annual League Meeting, Palm
Beach, Flal.
April 23-25 — 2020 NFL Draft, Las Vegas, Nev.

COMING UP

WEEK 1
S EPTEMBER 8

@NE
8:20 P.M. | NBC

WEEK 2
S EPTEMBER 15

SEA
1 P.M. | FOX

WEEK 3
S EPTEMBER 23

@SF
4:25  P.M.  | CBS

WEEK 4
S EPTEMBER 30

CIN
8:15  P.M. | ESPN

WEEK 5
OCTOBER 6

BAL
1 P.M. | CBS*

WEEK 6
OCTOBER 13

@LAC
8:20 P.M. | NBC*

WEEK 8
OCTOBER 28

MIA
8:15  P.M.  | ESPN

WEEK 9
NOVEMBER 3

IND
1  P.M. | CBS*

WEEK 10
NOVEMBER 10

LAR
4:25 P.M. | FOX*

WEEK 11
NOVEMBER 14

@CLE
8:20 P.M. | FOX/NFLN

WEEK 12
NOVEMBER 24

@CIN
1 P.M.  | CBS*

WEEK 13
DECEMBER 1

CLE
4:25  P.M. | CBS*

WEEK 14
DECEMBER 8

@ARI
4:25 P.M. | CBS*

WEEK 15
DECEMBER 15

BUF
1 P.M. | CBS*

WEEK 16
DECEMBER 22

@NYJ
1 P.M.  | CBS*

WEEK 17
DECEMBER 29

@BAL
1  P.M. | CBS*

*Times and TV network may change due to flexible scheduling  | All times are Eastern | Bye Week: October 20
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